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SO YOU’VE DECIDED TO GO TO GRAD SCHOOL…
Much like the SAT that you probably took to get into college, the GRE—or the Graduate Record Exam, as it is o*cially known—is required
for admissions by many graduate programs. GRE test takers include future engineers, historians, philosophers, psychologists, nurses, even
veterinarians. In short, the GRE is used by just about any graduate program that is not medical school, law school, or business school. It may
seem odd that a student who is applying for an advanced degree in architecture must take the same exam as a student applying for a degree
in comparative literature. In many respects, it is. Because a wide variety of graduate programs rely upon the GRE rather than their own
proprietary exam, GRE results are used in a wide variety of ways.
Some programs simply have a minimum combined score that all applicants must achieve. Other programs, such as a creative writing
program, care far more about the Verbal score than they do about the Math score. One would think that engineering programs would care
more about the Math score, as some do, but most engineering applicants score in the very highest percentiles on the GRE quantitative section
and therefore Verbal scores, not Math, become a more effective tool for comparing one candidate to another.
If you are frustrated that the skills you have to dust o2 and polish for the GRE bear little resemblance to the subjects you will be studying in
grad school, remember three things. First, the GRE is not a content test. It does not test a body of knowledge, like U.S. history or French. It is
designed to test a very speci4c way of thinking. Second, taking the GRE is a skill, and like any other skill, it can be learned. That is what this
book and Cracking the New GRE, 2012 Edition are all about. With diligence and practice you can learn everything you need to know for the
GRE, and you can do it in a surprisingly short period of time. Far less time, in fact, than it took you to learn physiology, Renaissance poetry,
or whichever subject you plan to pursue in your graduate studies. The last thing to remember is that the GRE is only one factor of many that
will be considered for admissions, and it is often the easiest to change.
The first task in preparing for the GRE is doing your graduate school research.
There is no such thing as a good GRE score or a bad GRE score. There is only the score you have and the score you need to get where you
want to go. The gap between the two represents the amount of work you will have to do in the meantime. If you need an additional 50
points (on the old scale), that shouldn’t be too di*cult to achieve. Polish up your vocabulary, master the pacing of the exam, and take some
practice tests and you should do 4ne. If you need another 100 points (on the old scale), that will take some more work. You’ll need more
vocab, you’ll need to identify and address your gaps on the Quantitative section and you’ll need more practice. If you can push yourself to do
that on your own, this book and access to a few practice tests should be all you need. If you need more than 100 points (on the old scale), or
you aren’t likely to put in the time on your own, you will need a course or a tutor. It all starts with the research. Once you know the score
you have and the score you need, you will know how much time you need to put in to prepare for the real test.
How schools weight the scores, assuming they can even answer this question, will di2er not only from school to school, but even from
student to student. Schools may use GRE scores to validate the verbal abilities of international students with really fantastic essays. GRE scores
may be used in lieu of work experience for applicants who are only a year or two out of undergrad, or as a more recent snapshot for adult
students returning to school after a decade or so. Mostly they are just there so that schools have an apples-to-apples comparison of applicants
with a wildly divergent range of undergrad, work, and life experiences. Also, most applicants are pretty quali4ed. Often the scores are there
as an easy way to narrow down the pool.
How your program uses your scores will determine quite a bit about how you prepare for the test. The following is a list of questions to ask
when you call up your target school.

How Much Do GRE Scores Count?
Schools generally do a pretty good job of telling applicants what is required (application, recommendation, essays, portfolios, test scores,
transcripts), but how one factor is weighed against another is a murky science. Typically a GPA or current work experience will weigh far
more heavily than a GRE score. On the other hand, if your GPA is on the low side, you will want your GRE scores to be as high as possible to
prove that you can do the work.

What Is Your Acceptance Rate?
In other words, competitive is your program? A highly competitive program may not weigh GRE scores very heavily, but if they are rejecting
60 percent of their applicants, every number they see will matter.

What Do You Do With Multiple Scores?
Some schools look only at the most recent; some will combine, but most prefer to use the highest. The CAT test is not like any other test
most students have ever taken. The 4rst time people take it is often not their best. The second time, however, students are more comfortable,
and scores tend to jump up—even if it is only a week or two later. Plan on taking the test twice.

Do You Use, Look At, or Care About My Analytic Essay Scores?
If schools don’t, and most don’t, you won’t have to spend valuable time practicing this portion of the test.

Do You Care About My Math/Verbal Score?
This is for programs like engineering or English lit, which are clearly weighted toward one side of the test or another. It would be great news
if you found out that you could blow off the Math section altogether, no?

Do You Have a Cut-Off Score, and/or What Were the Average Scores or Percentiles for Last Year’s Incoming Class?
How do you rank? Are you below the average or above it? Larger programs may have and publish these numbers; smaller ones may not.



How do you rank? Are you below the average or above it? Larger programs may have and publish these numbers; smaller ones may not.
This will tell you a lot about how much work you have to put in between now and test day.
It is in a school’s interest to have a well-informed, serious applicant. Student who drop out of grad school because they’ve chosen the wrong
career path, can’t manage the workload, don’t like the program, or simply found that the program in particular (or grad school in general)
was not what they’d hoped it would be, have wasted both the school’s time and money as well as their own. In many ways, the application
process is all about identifying those students who will stay in the 4eld and go on to rain glory down upon their alma mater. Students who
don’t 4t that description are far more likely to drop out of the program. Those students and that tuition are hard to replace (advanced
standing and executive programs are often a way for schools to take advantage of excess capacity freed up by vacating students).
In short, don’t be afraid to pick up the phone and start your research. The more you know, the easier the process becomes, and the more
likely it is that you get accepted—and the more likely it is that you make a wise choice with this investment of time (years), money
(hundreds of thousands), and opportunity costs (how far would those same two years get you if you stayed where you are?). This is
important.
If you have done your research and you know exactly where you want to go and why, then the GRE simply becomes a small hurdle that you
must cross on your way. The GRE is an eminently surmountable hurdle. If you are not committed to the end game, the GRE may become a
barrier rather than just a hurdle. If you are not clear on why you are going through this very long, expensive, and onerous process, then going
out for drinks with friends on a Thursday night may seem far more worth while than sitting down to take another practice test, and therein
lies the problem.
Getting serious about the research is the first step towards getting serious GRE scores.

THE TEST—OVERVIEW
You will receive a Math score, a Verbal score and an Analytic Writing score. These correspond to the three types of sections you will see on
the test. Section by section, here’s how the test breaks down:

(Click here to view a larger image.)

Your essay sections will always come 4rst. These are two back-to-back essays, each 30 minutes. After the essays you will have one of your
4rst multiple-choice sections, and then you get your one and only proper break. Most students will see 4ve multi-question sections, either
two verbal and three math or three verbal and two math. Two Verbal sections and two Math sections will always count. The extra section is
experimental. It may be math or verbal, it will look just like the other sections, but it will not count. These 4ve sections, including the
experimental, could occur in any order. There is no way to know which section is experimental. You will have a one minute break between
each of these sections.
Occasionally they will give you a research section in place of the experimental section. If so, it will come last; they will identify it as a
research section and will tell you that it does not count. If you see one of these, your test is over and your 4rst four multi-question sections
counted.

The Test Experience
The total testing time is close to four hours. It is a long four hours full of intense concentration. For those who are not prepared it can also be
full of lots of stress, and the atmosphere in the testing centers is not exactly designed to put you at ease.
When you are taking practice tests make sure to complete all sections, even the essays, because stamina is an issue. Frequently students will
focus just on areas of weakness or blow o2 the essay because they’re not concerned about the essay score. This is a mistake. Knowing how
your brain works after two to three hours of close concentration is big part of being prepared.
The testing center can be an intimidating place. You will be asked to show ID when you come in. You will be issued a locker where you can
store your belongings, since you cannot bring anything with you into the test center. Then you will be asked to 4ll out a questionnaire and a
legal disclaimer stating that you are who you say you are and that your reasons for taking the test are on the up and up (no taking it just for
fun!). The test center caters to people taking a wide variety of tests, including TOEFL tests, citizenship tests, and others. This means that you
will be sitting in a very plain institutional waiting room with a bunch of other 4dgety, stressed-out people until you are called to the testing



will be sitting in a very plain institutional waiting room with a bunch of other 4dgety, stressed-out people until you are called to the testing
room.
In the testing room you will be issued a cubical with a computer, six sheets of scratch paper, two pencils, and a set of headphones. Tests such
as the TOEFL have an audible component, but the head phones are also used to block out the noises from the cubicles around you. This is
usually a good thing, since you will hear people smacking their foreheads, reading out loud, cursing, crying, and occasionally laughing. The
fellow testing next to you may be watching his future dissolve before his very eyes. He may 4nd the fact that you are humming to yourself,
chuckling, and generally having a swell time—since you are so well prepared—a bit unnerving. That’s why they have headphones.
In the beginning of the test you will be given a tutorial on how to use the computer (scrolling, clicking with the mouse, accepting answers,
etc.). We certainly hope that you feel prepared enough to skip this section (everyone is so nervous that they might miss something—although,
in truth, almost no one does). If you have taken a few practice tests, you know what to do. Save yourself the extra eyeball time and skip the
section.
The 4rst section you will see is the 30-minute Analysis of an Issue essay. You will be given a choice between two issue topics. The clock
starts as soon as the two topics appear on screen. A complete list of the issue topics can be found on ETS’s website. The tester has a basic
word-processing function that will allow you to cut, paste, erase, and scroll. It does not have a spell-checker, but spelling is not tested on the
GRE.
The second section is the 30-minute Analysis of an Argument essay. In this section, you cannot choose your argument. A complete list of
potential arguments can be found on the ETS website in the same place. The two essays are considered your 4rst section. You will then get
two multiple-choice sections; they could be math and verbal or verbal, in any order. After your third section, you will be o2ered an optional
10-minute break. Use it to Iap your arms a bit to get your blood Iowing or rest your eyeballs. You could use it to go to the bathroom, but
you’d have to be quick. Take as much time as you need to refresh yourself, but the more time you take the longer you’ll be stuck in your
cubical. Technically you are not allowed to use your scratch paper during untimed sections, but this is not always enforced.
Most students will have 4ve multiple-choice sections. All 4ve will look like typical Verbal or Math sections but only two of the three will
count. The uncounted section is experimental. One Math and one Verbal section will count for sure. The experimental section may be either
math or verbal and may occur anywhere between sections two and six. Occasionally ETS will identify the experimental section. They
typically do this when they have really strange stu2 to test and don’t want to entirely freak out the test takers. For the most part, the
experimental section is used to gather data on new questions so that they can be added to the general pool of scored questions. In other
words, you are paying ETS to do their R&D for them and you are doing it when you are at your most stressed and your time is the most
valuable. Sorry.
ETS may also add a “research” section. If they do this, it will come after the multiple-choice sections and they will attempt to bribe you with
an in4nitesimally small chance at winning a pathetically small scholarship ($500) toward your grad school tuition. Unless you are a
particularly generous soul, don’t bother.
After you have taken the scored portion of the exam, you will be given the opportunity to cancel your scores. After four hours, everyone
tends to believe that they did worse than they actually did. Unless you passed out mid section, left 4ve to ten questions blank, or started
hallucinating while on the clock, there is not much to be gained from canceling the scores. If you cancel, you will never know how you did.
Your test fee is non-refundable. Your record will reIect that you took the test on this day but that you cancelled your scores. At this point you
should know how your programs will deal with multiple scores. Unless you have a really compelling reason to believe that your scores were
a disaster, accept them.
In addition to the dubious honor of contributing to ETS’s research and development, your registration fee also buys you score reporting for
up to four schools. Normally, if you wish to have scores sent to school, ETS will charge you approximately $15 per school. On test day,
however, the 4rst four schools are included. This will be the last section of your test. You might as well take advantage of it. Some students
are reluctant to send scores to 4rst-choice schools because they don’t yet know their scores. Send them anyway. If you are planning to apply
to a particular school, they will see all of your prior scores, even if you take the test 4ve times. If you don’t apply they’ll put the scores in a
4le and, after a year or two, they’ll throw them away. You have nothing to lose from sending out the scores. If you happen to know the
school and department code for the schools of your choice, this part will go a bit faster. If not, no problem; you will have to negotiate a
series of drop-down menus by state, school, and department.
You will have one minute between sections. You cannot skip questions, and you cannot go back to a question once you have entered and
accepted an answer. Once you have completed the test, the computer will give you the option to accept your scores. Once you accept, they
will show you your Math and Verbal scores only. Writing scores and percentiles will come about ten days later in the mail. You must turn in
your scratch paper and collect your ID on your way out (and you have to leave the headphones there too).
It is a long and grueling process. The more you have prepared, the less stress you will feel on test day. You can walk out of the test center
feeling elated that it’s over and good about your scores. Every math or verbal concept that you might see on the test is contained in this book.
For the well-prepared student, there should be no surprises on test day. You should know precisely what your target score is and how to
achieve it.

Scores
Before August of 2011 the GRE was scored on a 200−800 point scale, per section, in 10-point increments—much like the SAT. A student
might receive a 650 on the Math section and a 590 on the Verbal, for example. When the test changed, it was imperative that ETS changed
the score scale as well to avoid any confusion between old and new test scores. You can imagine what would happen if it stayed the same.
Students would say that they got a 600 on the Math section, and admissions o*cers would never know if that was a 600 on the old test or
the new one.
The GRE Revised General Test is scored on a 130−170 point scale in one-point increments. A student might get a 159 on the Math and a
152 on the Verbal. The new scale includes only 40 gradations between the highest possible score and the lowest, whereas the old test



152 on the Verbal. The new scale includes only 40 gradations between the highest possible score and the lowest, whereas the old test
included 60.
ETS claims that the new test minimizes the perception of di2erences between scores that are really only separated by one or two gradations.
That means that the di2erence between a 580 and a 600 seems much bigger than the di2erence between 148 and a 150. This doesn’t give
much credit to the intelligence of admissions professionals who understand the di2erence between a 1- and a 10-point scale, but they needed
to change the scale anyway.
Essays, on the other hand, will continue to be scored on the same 1−6 point scale in half-point increments. Students will receive a single
averaged essay score for both essays. Quarter point increments are rounded up.

RESOURCES
In addition to this book you have some other worthwhile resources to consider:
Power Prep—There is a new Power Prep sample test on the ETS website. It is not adaptive, but it does mimic the functionality and style of
the new GRE Revised General Test.
Practicing to Take the GRE General Test, 10th Edition—This is another ETS publication. It contains seven full-length former pencil and paper
exams. Essentially it is another large group of practice problems. There is little relationship between a pencil-and-paper score and a CAT
score, but more practice items is always a good thing. It does not have the new question types (Text Completion, Sentence Equivalence,
Numeric Entry, and All That Apply) represented, and you will need to ignore the old format questions, but much of the math in the
Quantitative sections is relevant and useful for practice.
PrincetonReview.com contains one full-length, free GRE Revised General Test and a free online course demo. It also contains e-mail tips for
test takers, and Word du Jour to help with your vocabulary.
Cracking the New GRE, 2012 Edition—While this book is primarily about providing additional practice items for each subject, Cracking the
New GRE is like a full course in your hands. It contains all of the strategies, tips, and advice that have the made The Princeton Review the
best standardized test-preparation company in the world.
Verbal Workout for the New GRE—This book gives you everything you need to tackle the verbal portion of the GRE test. It includes hundreds
of practice exercises to sharpen your skills, as well as the Hit Parade for the GRE, a list of the 300 vocabulary words that most frequently
appear on the exam.
Math Workout for the New GRE—This book goes into greater depth on each of the key math skills you will need on the test and contains
multiple drills for each skill you may encounter on test day.
Crash Course for the New GRE—This slim volume summarizes all of the major approaches. It is a great and focused review for those who are
short on time.



short on time.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
This book is all about building good test-taking habits, not about finding answers.
Over four hours of testing, your brain will get tired. When it gets tired, it will get sloppy. You might 4nd yourself reading a question twice
before it registers in your brain. You might start to skip small but key words, or you might 4nd yourself staring at a problem for 30 seconds
before you realize what you have to do. When you get tired you begin to do things by habit without really thinking about them actively. If
your habits are good, they will help carry you even when your brain starts to check out. If you have not taken the time to create good test-
taking habits, well, you just get sloppy. Sloppiness will kill your score.
The creation of habits requires repetition and that’s where this book comes in. You have large groups of similar question types that you can
do over and over again until you learn to instantly recognize the opportunity and respond correctly.
There is a 4nite quantity of GRE practice material on the market. It is entirely possible to burn through all of it without improving your score
by as much as one point. In fact, you may end up further reinforcing bad habits rather than creating new good ones. This happens when you
focus on 4nding answers to each individual question without looking for larger patterns, working to practice and re4ne your approach, or
using the practice material as an opportunity to create good GRE habits. Use Cracking the New GRE and ETS’s 10th Edition to establish your
approach to di2erent question types. Then work your way through this book to cement those approaches into an automatic habit. When you
do this, time and large score Iuctuations will cease to be an issue. There will be no such thing as having a good or bad day on test day. You
will be in control and will have your scores right where you want them.
If you want to change your score, you must change the way you take the test.

Assessment
If you are under a time crunch or just need to shore up some weaknesses, this is your 4rst step. Take the math and verbal assessment tests
provided at the beginning of the book. Check your scores and 4nd your areas of weakness. Pick two or three to focus on. The number of
questions in a drill represents the frequency with which the question type shows up on most GRE Revised General Tests. Start with the high-
frequency topics and focus on those first.

Practice
Each question type begins with a brief synopsis of the basic approach. Read these sections carefully. These approaches have been tried,
tested, and re4ned by hundreds of test takers over the years. They are here because they work. They represent the good habits. How does the
approach described by the book differ from your own? Can yours be improved?
Use Cracking the New GRE to work out your approach. Remember that the practice items don’t count. No one will ever see how you did.
Now is the time to take some risks and try out some di2erent ways to solve these problems. Again, it’s not about answers, it’s about
approach. Some of the new techniques may feel awkward at first, but they’re there because they work. Stick with it.
Once you have found some patterns that work for you, move on to the drills in this book. Use your scratch paper, stick to your approach,
and drill it until it becomes habit. By the time you are done, every time a question of that type pops up, your hand and your mind will know
instinctively what to do, no matter how tired you get. This is powerful.

The One-Two Punch
If you are just starting your GRE prep, need more than 50−60 points, or don’t yet have an approach, this book is not the place to start. This
book is not for teaching. It is a workbook for practice and drilling. Cracking the New GRE will go into the test and the techniques in far more
depth. It will break down the approach to each question in a step-by-step manner with plenty of examples. Cracking the New GRE is where
you go to learn how to take the test; this is where you go to practice it.

THE TEST
The problem you’re working on will be in the middle of the screen. If there is additional information, such as a chart or graph or passage, it
will be on a split screen either above the question or to the left of it. If the entire chart(s) or passage or additional information does not 4t on
the split screen there will be a scroll bar.
Questions with only a single answer will have an oval selection 4eld. To select an answer, just click on the oval. A question with the
potential for multiple correct answers will have square answer 4elds. An X appears in the square when you select the answer choice. At the
bottom of the screen, under the question, there may be some basic directions, such as “Click on your choice.”
A read-out of the time remaining in the section will be displayed in the upper right corner. Next to it is a button that allows you to hide the
time. No matter what, the time will return and will begin to blink on and o2 when you have 4ve minutes remaining on a particular section.
At the top-center the display will tell you which question number you are working on, out of the total number of questions. The top of the
screen will also contain the following six buttons:
Exit Section: This button indicates that you are done with a particular section. Should you 4nish a section early, you can use this button to get
to the next section. Once you’ve exited a section, however, you cannot return to it. Note that the two essays are considered a single section. If
you use this button after your first essay, you will have skipped the second essay.
Review: This button brings up a review screen. The review screen will indicate which questions you’ve seen, which ones you’ve answered,
and which ones you’ve marked. From the review screen you can return to the question you’ve just left, or you can highlight a particular
question (once you’ve seen it) and Go To Question.



Mark: The mark button is just what it looks like. You may mark a question for whatever reason you choose. This does not answer the
question. You may mark a question whether you’ve answered it or not. Marked questions will appear as marked on the review screen.
Help: The help button will drop you into the help tab for the particular question type you are working on. From there, there are three
additional tabs. One gives you “Section Directions.” This is an overview of the section, including the number of questions, the amount of time
allotted, and a brief description of the function of ovals vs. boxes. The second is “General Directions” on timing and breaks, test information,
and the repeater policy. The last additional tab is “Testing Tools.” This is an overview of each of the buttons available to you during a
section. Note that the help button will not stop the clock. The clock continues to run even if you are clicking around and reading directions.
Back/Next: These two buttons take you forward to the next question or back to the prior question. You can continue to click these as many
times as you like until you get to the beginning or end of the section. If you return to a question you have answered, the question will display
your answer.
We will talk more about strategies for pacing on the test and ways to use the mark and review buttons. You should never need the help
button. Ideally you will be familiar enough with the functions of the test that you don’t have to spend valuable test time reading directions.

How the New GRE Works
The new test is adaptive by section. Your score is determined by the number of questions you get right and their di*culty level. On the 4rst
Verbal section the test will give you a mix of medium questions. Based upon the percentage of questions you get right on that 4rst section,
the computer will select questions for the second section. The more you get right on the 4rst section, the harder the questions you will see on
the second section, but more potential points you could get.
Everything is determined by the number of questions you get right, not by the number of questions you answer. Accuracy, therefore, will
always trump speed. It makes no sense to worry about the clock and to rush through a section if your accuracy suffers as a result.

Take the Easy Test First!
On the GRE, there are questions and there are questions. Some are a breeze, while others will have you tearing your hair out. The new GRE
has been constructed so that you can answer questions in any order you like, and the questions you get on the second section will depend
upon the number of questions you get right on the 4rst section. You can maximize that number by doing the questions you like 4rst!
Remember that every question counts equally towards your score. As you work through a section, if you see a question you don’t know how
to answer, skip it. If you see one that looks as if it will take a long time, skip it. If you love geometry, but hate algebra, do all of the
geometry questions first and leave the algebra questions for last.
Unless you are shooting for a 700 (on the old scale) or higher, you should NOT attempt to answer every single question.
As long as you are going to run out of time, you might as well run out of time on the questions you are least likely to get right. By leaving
time-consuming and di*cult questions for the end, you will be able to answer more questions overall and get more of them right. Do not
mark questions you skip; we will use the mark function for something else. Just click “Next” and move on to the next question. The review
screen will tell you which questions you have not answered.
Note: There is no guessing penalty on the GRE. They don’t take points away for a wrong answer. When you get to the two-minute mark,
therefore, stop what you’re doing and bubble in any unanswered questions.

Answer Questions in Stages
Any time you practice for a test you end up getting a few wrong. Later, when reviewing these questions, you end up smacking your forehead
and asking yourself, “What was I thinking?” Alternately, you may 4nd a problem utterly impossible to solve the 4rst time around, only to
look at it later and realize that it was actually quite easy; you just misread the question or missed a key piece of information.
On a four-hour test, your brain is going to get tired. When your brain gets tired, you’re going make mistakes. Typically these mistakes consist
of misreadings or simple calculation errors. A misread question or a calculation error will completely change the way you see the problem.
Unfortunately, once you see a question wrong, it is almost impossible to see it correctly. As long as you stay with that question, you will
continue to see it wrong every time. Meanwhile, the clock is ticking and you’re not getting any closer to the answer. We call this “La La
Land.” Once you’re in La La Land, it is very difficult to get out.
On the Iip side, once you’ve spotted the error, solving the problem correctly requires only a moment. A question that bedeviled you for
minutes on end in the middle of a test may appear to be appallingly obvious when viewed in the comfort of a post-test review. The trick is
to change the way you see the question while you still have the opportunity to fix it.

Step 1—Recognize La La Land.
Step 2—Distract your brain.
Step 3—See the problem with fresh eyes and fix it.

Step 1—Recognize La La Land. This is often the hardest part of the process. The more work you’ve put into a problem, the more difficult it is
to walk away from it. Once you get o2 track on a problem, however, any additional work you invest in that problem is wasted e2ort. No
problem on the GRE, if you understand what’s being asked, should ever take more than a minute or two to solve. If you go over two minutes,
you’re off track. Get out. If you find yourself working too hard, or plowing through reams of calculations, you are off track. Get out.
Here are a few signs that you are in La La Land:

You’ve found an answer, but it is not one of the choices they’ve given you.



You’ve found an answer, but it is not one of the choices they’ve given you.
You have half a page of calculations, but are no closer to an answer.
You’ve spent more than four minutes on a problem.
Your hand is not moving.
You’re down to two answer choices, and you would swear on your life that both are correct.
There is smoke coming out of your ears.
You’re beginning to wonder if they made a mistake when they wrote the question.

If you 4nd yourself in any of these situations, you are in La La Land. Stop what you’re doing and get out. You’ve got better things to do with
your time than sitting around wrestling with this question.
Step 2—Distract your brain. When you 4nd yourself faced with an immovable object, walk away. Think of it this way: You could spend four
minutes on a question even when you know you’re stuck, or you could walk away and spend those same four minutes on three other easier
questions and get them all right. Why throw good minutes after bad? Whether they realize it or not, ETS has actually designed the test to
facilitate this process. This is where the mark button comes into play. If you don’t like a problem or don’t know how to solve it, just skip it.
If you start a problem and get stuck, mark it and move to the next question before you waste too much time. Do two other problems (three
tops) and then return to the problem that was giving you trouble. We’re fishing for that flash of insight here, given the chance to occur.
When you walk away from a problem, you’re not walking away entirely; you’re just parking it on the back burner. Your brain is still
chewing on it, but it’s processing in the background while you work on something else. Sometimes your best insights occur when your
attention is pointed elsewhere. Walk away from a problem early and often. You want to always have questions to use to distract your brain.
If you take the test in order, you will not have questions available at the tail end of a section. On some di*cult problems you may walk
away more than once. It is okay to take two or three runs at a hard problem.
Step 3—See the problem with fresh eyes and 4x it. You use other problems to distract your brain so that you can see a troublesome problem
with fresh eyes. You can help this process out by trying to read the question di2erently when you return to it. Use your 4nger on the screen
to force yourself to read the problem word for word. Are there di2erent ways to express the information? Can you use the answer choices to
help? Can you paraphrase the answer choices as well? If the path to the right answer is not clear on a second viewing, walk away again.
Why stick with a problem you don’t know how to solve?

Scratch Paper
After pacing, the next most important global skill is the use of your scratch paper. On a regular test you can solve problems with a pencil
right on the test page. On the GRE, you don’t have that luxury. Remember that taking the GRE Revised General Test is a skill, and like any
other skill it can be practiced and learned. Your physical habits as a test taker are as important as your mental ones. In fact, your physical
habits will be used to reinforce your mental ones. Remember that the test is chock-full of tricks and answer choices designed to tempt the
tired mind. If your hand is not moving it means that you are answering questions in your head. That is precisely what ETS wants because
they have a million students a year testing out their tricks on the experimental section. They are extremely good at it. Your one head cannot
beat a-million-students-a-year’s worth of trial and error and refinement—but your hand can.
Your use of scratch paper can set you up to approach a question that you might not otherwise know how to approach, it can protect against
careless errors, it can have a remarkable e2ect on e*ciency, and, best of all, it can relieve an enormous amount of the mental stress that
occurs during testing.
Tip #1—You can separate all GRE questions into two categories. The 4rst category is for questions that you are supposed to get right. These
questions are in your scoring range; you know the math or the vocabulary. Not only can you get these questions right but it is critical to your
score that you do so. The second category is for questions that you’re not supposed to get correct. They have been tested and proved to be
hard; they have di*cult vocabulary words and di*cult math. Within this categorization, the techniques have two functions. The 4rst is to
ensure that the questions you are supposed to get right, you do get right. This is not to be dismissed lightly. Careless errors, especially in the
first ten questions, will kill your score. Rushing through problems that seem easy will kill your score. The second function of the techniques is
the use of Process of Elimination to ensure that any and all students will get correct a guaranteed percentage of even those questions that they
are not supposed to get correct. Proper use of scratch paper ensures that techniques are happening and happening correctly.
Tip #2—On the Verbal section, the scratch paper has two primary functions. The 4rst is to allow you to park your thinking on the page, to
externalize it, to commit to it. If you are doing even an easy question in your head, you are really doing two jobs. The 4rst is the work of
solving the question. The second is the work of keeping track of which answer choices are still in and which ones are out. Not only is this
mental multi-tasking extremely ine*cient, it can also be quite stressful. Frankly, it’s twice the work. By parking your thinking on the page,
you e*ciently remove wrong answers from consideration, identify your potential answer choices, and move on. You create clarity and
organization. Both things lead to less stress, less mental e2ort, and ultimately less mental fatigue. Students who are doing the work in their
heads will spend 20 percent of their time per question just looking at the screen, keeping track of what is in, out, or a maybe.
Tip #3—On the Math section there are a number of question types that provoke very speci4c set-ups on your scratch paper. Once you see
the question types, before you have even fully read the question, you make your set-ups and start 4lling in information. When you have done
this, you are halfway into the question, you have organized your thinking and approach, and you have set yourself up to succeed on the
problem. All that remains is to fill in the numbers. This is stress-free living on the GRE. It all starts with the scratch paper.
Tip #4—On the Verbal, use your scratch paper as a place to park your thinking. Quickly evaluate each answer choice with a simple check
for one that could work, an X for one that will not, an M or horizontal squiggle for a maybe, and a question mark for one you do not know.
Once you have evaluated each answer choice, select from the ones which remain and move on.
Tip #5—Learn the set-ups for each type of question. Keep your page organized with space on one side for the question set-up and the other
side for calculations. Once you have completed a question, draw a horizontal line across the page and start the next one in a clean space. Do
your work on the page. If you get off track you will be able to find out why and where.



Tip #6—On the Verbal, do not be afraid to use the “Maybe” sign. Before you spend ten minutes scratching your head and trying to assess a
di*cult answer choice, give it the maybe. It is entirely possible, if not likely, that you will either eliminate the other four answer choices or
4nd a much stronger one. You can always spend more time on an answer choice IF you have to, but you never want to spend more time
THAN you have to.

VERBAL QUESTION TYPES
Text Completion—These used to be Sentence Completion, but now they’ve gotten longer, and you must work with each blank
independently. Questions may have between one and 4ve sentences and one to three blanks. A one-blank question will have 4ve answer
choices. A two- or three-blank question will have three choices per blank. You must select the correct word for each blank to get credit for
the question.
Sentence Equivalence—These look like Sentence Completion questions but with one blank and six answer choices. You must select two
answer choices from the six provided. The correct answers will each complete the sentence and keep the meaning the same.
Reading Comprehension—Reading Comp supplies you with a passage and then asks you questions about the information in the passage, the
author’s intent, or the structure. There are three distinct question types that could occur here. They are:

Multiple Choice—You must select one correct answer from five choices.
Select All That Apply—These questions used to number three choices with roman numerals and you had to pick I, I, and II only, etc.
Now you simply select the correct answer or answers from a group of three choices.
Select in Passage—You will be asked to click on an actual sentence in the passage. You may click on one word to select the whole
sentence. Only one sentence is correct. These will occur primarily on short passages. If they occur in a long passage, the question will
specify a particular paragraph.

MATH QUESTION TYPES
Quantitative Comparison—Quant Comps, for short, give you information in two columns. Your job is to decide if the values in the two
columns are the same, if one is larger, or if it is impossible to say. (Tip: If there are no variables in either column, eliminate answer choice
D.)
Problem Solving—These are the typical 4ve-answer, multiple-choice questions you probably remember from the SAT. You must correctly
select one of the 4ve answer choices to get credit. (Tip: They’ve given you the answers. One of them is correct. Use the answer choices to
help answer the question.)
Select All That Apply—This is a new twist on the old multiple-choice question. In this case you may have three or up to eight answer
choices, and one or more will be correct. You must select all of the correct answer choices to get credit. (Tip: The answer choices are
generally in chronological order, so start in the middle and look to eliminate as many answer wrong choices as possible.)
Numeric Entry—Alas, these are not multiple choice. It is your job to come up with your own number and type it into the box provided. For
fractions, you will be given two boxes and you must 4ll in the top and the bottom separately. (Tip: You don’t have to reduce your fractions.
The computer reads 44/88 the same as ½, so save yourself a step.)

The Calculator
Yup, that’s right, the new GRE now provides an on-screen calculator. Like the calculator you might 4nd on your computer, this one will add,
subtract, multiply, divide, and find a square root. It also has a transfer number button that allows you to transfer the number on the calculator
screen directly to the box on a Numeric Entry question. This button will be grayed out on a multiple-choice question.
Since we all use calculators in our daily life, it’s about time they provided one on the GRE. Certainly this should cut down on basic
calculation errors and save a bit of time on questions that involve things like averages or percentages. The GRE, however, is not generally a
test of your ability to do large calculations, nor is the calculator a replacement for your brain. The test makers will look for ways to test your
analytic skills, often making the calculator an unnecessary temptation, or, at times, even a liability. Be particularly careful of questions that
ask you to provide answers in a speci4c format. A question may ask you to provide an answer rounded to the nearest tenth, for example. If
your calculator gives you an answer of 3.48, and you transfer that number, you will get the question wrong. Or a question may ask you for a
percent and will have the percent symbol next to the answer box. In this case they are looking for a whole number. Depending upon how
you solve the problem on your calculator, you may end up with an answer of .25 for 25%. If you enter the decimal, you will get the question
wrong.
Here are a few tips for when to use and when not to use your calculator on the GRE:

Good Calculator
Multiplying two- and three-digit numbers
Finding percentages or averages
Questions involving Order of Operations (The calculator will understand Order of Operations. If you type in 3 + 5 × 6, it will know
to prioritize multiplication over addition, for example.)
Questions that ask you to work with decimals

Bad Calculator
Converting fractions to decimals in order to avoid working with fractions (better that you know the rules and are comfortable with
fractions)



fractions)
Attempting to solve large exponents, square roots, or other calculation-heavy operations. There is almost always a faster way to do the
problem.
Questions involving adding or subtracting negative numbers if you’re not sure of the rules.
Charts problems with multiple questions. Write all information down on your scratch paper and label everything. Information you find
on one problem might help on another. If you do everything on your calculator, you will have to recalculate.

Calculating
In general, ETS is not interested in testing your ability to do lots of calculations. In fact, they’ve even experimented with giving students on-
screen calculators. They like to think that they are testing how well you think rather than how well you can calculate. Therefore, if you 4nd
yourself doing lots of calculating on a particular question, you are probably o2 track. Oftentimes you can calculate your way to the correct
answer if necessary, but usually there is a better way. Your success depends upon how quickly and readily you can spot the opportunities.
Algebra is one math concept that shows up all over the test. There are dozens of di2erent ways to ask an algebra question, some more
obvious than others. The sooner you recognize it as an algebra question and make the correct set-up on your scratch paper, the better. This
will buy you more time for the occasional question where you do get hung up. That is where this book comes in. The 4rst ten algebra
questions may look hard. By the time you’ve seen 60, however, you begin to see them all variations on a theme. When you can do that,
you’re ready.

Reading
In many ways, the math portion of the test is as much a test of reading as the verbal. Many of the math problems you will see start out as
large blocks of text. When you see a large block of text, break it down into bite-sized pieces and solve the problem meticulously, one step at
a time. Skipping or combining steps leads to trouble. Don’t be afraid to read the problem out loud to yourself or to use your pencil to follow
along with the text on the screen as you’re reading. Reading too quickly leads to trouble, skipping words when you read (something all good
readers do) leads to trouble, and careless errors will kill your score.

Ballparking
As a general rule, ballpark 4rst and calculate second. Naturally you should end up ballparking more at then end of the section and
calculating more at the beginning, but it’s a good rule of thumb. Ballparking can take many forms. The 4rst bene4t to Ballparking is that you
can’t do it if you don’t understand the question. The basic process of trying to come up with a ballpark range for an answer involves arriving
at a conceptual understanding of what the question is asking. If you are at the tail end of a section, you might stop here and pick an answer.
If you are in your first ten, you might use this as a way of figuring out how to go about determining the actual answer.
Always, Ballparking is a valuable way to check your work. GRE questions tend to make sense. The correct answer to a question asking for the
number of students in a class will not contain a fraction (ETS won’t generally chop a student in half). A question in which a person bicycles
uphill one way and downhill on the way home, will not involve a distance greater than the distance a person could or would bike to work
in a day. If you are asked for time, and you know that the round trip of 20 miles took two hours, then each leg would average 60 minutes. If
you are looking for the downhill leg, any answer greater than 60 is wrong and any answer less than the amount of time an average person
could reasonably bike ten miles is wrong. This is Ballparking. It won’t necessarily eliminate four out of 4ve wrong answers (although it
could), but it will eliminate a few—and it will tell you the answer you generated actually makes sense.



MATH



MATH

Question 1

y ≠0

Quantity A Quantity B

5y2

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 2

Quantity A Quantity B

The length of line segment PR

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 3

Quantity A Quantity B

35,043 × 25,430 35,430 × 25,043

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 4

x and y are positive numbers.

Quantity A Quantity B



    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 5

Quantity A Quantity B

The least prime factor of 72 The least prime factor of 27

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 6

The average (arithmetic mean) of a, b, c, and d is 7.

Quantity A Quantity B

15 The average (arithmetic mean) of 4a − 5c, b − 24, 8c − a,
and 3d + 2b

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 7

In the figure above, the width of the larger square is equal to the diagonal (not shown) of the smaller square.

Quantity A Quantity B

The area of the smaller square The area of the shaded region

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 8



11 < y < 17

Quantity A Quantity B

    The quantity in Quantity A is greater.

    The quantity in Quantity B is greater.

    The two quantities are equal.

    The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Question 9

The volume of a cube with edge of length 2 is how many times the volume of a cube with edge of length  ?

    

    2

    

    4

    8

Question 10

BILLIE’S TIME SHEET FOR JULY 2

Time in: 8:57 in the morning
Time out: 5:16 in the afternoon

Time spent stacking shelves: 80% of total time spent at work

According to the time sheet above, Billie spent approximately how many hours stacking shelves on July 2?

    

    

    

    

    

Question 11
What is the probability that the sum of two different single-digit prime numbers will NOT be prime?

    0

    



    

    

    1

Question 12
To Ell a larger concert hall, a madrigal singing group consisting of sopranos, altos, and basses, in a 5:7:3 ratio, needs 40 singers. What
is the least number of basses the group will need?

Question 13

If mx + qy − nx − py = 0, p − q = 2, and , then which of the following is true?

    n – m = 

    n – m = 

    m + n = 

    m + n = 

    m + n = 

Question 14
The “hash” of a three-digit integer with three distinct integers is defined as the result of interchanging its units and hundreds digits. The
absolute value of the difference between a three-digit integer and its hash must be divisible by

    9

    7

    5

    4

    2

Questions 15-16 refer to the following graphs.



Questions 15-16 refer to the following graphs.

SENIOR MANAGEMENT OF COMPANY Y

Question 15
If from 1980 to 2007, the number of senior managers increased by 60 percent, then what was the increase in the number of senior
managers from 2000 through 2007, inclusive?

    2

    4

    6

    9

    12

Question 16
Which of the following can be inferred from the data?

    From 1990 to 2000, the average salary, in 1950 dollars, increased by more than 10%.

    In 1960, there were fewer than 5 senior managers.



    For the decades shown, the number of senior managers increased by the greatest percentage between 1980 and 1990.

Choose all that apply.

Question 17
The positive sequence S1, S2, S3…Sn…is defined by Sn = Sn–1 + 5 for n ≥ 2. If S1 = 7 then the nth term in the sequence is

    5n − 5

    5n − 2

    5n

    5n + 2

    5n + 7

Question 18
Rachel and Rob live 190 miles apart. They both drive in a straight line toward each other to meet for tea. If Rachel drives at 50 mph
and Rob drives at 70 mph, then how many miles apart will they be exactly 45 minutes before they meet?

    50

    60

    70

    90

    100

Question 19

In the circle with center O above, PS = 8. If x = 75, then what is the perimeter of the shaded region?
    

    

    

    

    

Question 20



If x = 32, then what is the value of xx?
    34

    38

    39

    312

    318



VERBAL

Question 1
British modernists used the literary tropes of fragmentation and failure to explore the impending ____(i)____ of British colonialism;
illustrating the imminent ____(ii)____ of the empire through their literature.

Question 2
Contemporary authors are much more at liberty to be candid than were authors of previous centuries, but modern writers nevertheless
often find themselves _______ portions of their works.

    emancipating

    censoring

    refuting

    censuring

    ameliorating

    expurgating

Question 3
The development of hydrogen-powered cars will always be ____(i)____ by the physical fact that hydrogen, while containing more energy
per gallon than does gasoline, is much less dense than gasoline; hydrogen thus carries less energy per pound, making it ____(ii)____ for
any vehicle to carry enough hydrogen on board for long trips.

Question 4
One of the rarest of celestial events, the total solar eclipse only happens when the Moon, in its orbit around the Earth, fully ____(i)____
the view of the sun from a particular location on Earth. Because the Moon is relatively small, in celestial terms, and its umbra, the
central part of the Moon’s shadow caused by its blocking the sun, only traces a narrow path on the Earth, a total eclipse is such a
____(ii)____ occurrence that it typically draws hundreds of thousands of onlookers.

Question 5
To ____(i)____ people accurately, census workers must be ____(ii)____: because there are often residents of a household with the same name,
or people whose names have unusual spellings, workers who are anything less than ____(iii)____ in following correct procedures and
reviewing cases may result in the same resident getting counted multiple times, or even not at all.



Question 6
The journalist was ____(i)____ in his pursuit of the scandal he suspected: despite a lack of support from his editors, he was determined to
investigate day and night, follow every lead, and write until dawn to get the story first and finally ____(ii)____ the big news agencies.

Question 7



Question 7
Over the last several decades, the demand for Country Y’s automobiles increased in Country X but demand for Country X’s automobiles
in Country Y has remained stagnant. Initially, this disparity was plausibly due to Y’s manufacturers having superior technology, which
has yielded more fuel e8cient cars with cheaper maintenance. However, now Country X’s cars are comparable—if not slightly
superior—in these respects. What Country X’s manufacturers fail to acknowledge is that Country Y’s drivers drive on the left side of the
road. Clearly, to help lessen this trade imbalance, Country X manufacturers should produce more cars with right-side steering wheels.
Which of the following is an assumption made by the argument?

    Reversing the trade imbalance requires making right-side steering wheels.

    If Country X makes automobiles with right-side steering wheels, most consumers from Country Y will chose to purchase a car from
Country X.

    If consumers from Country Y drive on the left side of the road, these consumers are less inclined to buy steering wheels found on the
left-side of the car.

    Cars from Country X will continue to improve their fuel efficiency and reduce their maintenance costs.

    The government of Country Y requires all its citizens to purchase cars with right-side steering wheels.

Questions 8-11 refer to the following passage.



Questions 8-11 refer to the following passage.



Question 8
Consider each of the following answer choices separately and select all that apply.

According to the passage, proponents of the critical theory believe which of the following?
    The creation of a false consciousness is a significant element in maintaining the stratification of American society.

    It is not in the interests of the powerful classes of society to engender critical reflection among the majority of citizens.

    Alternative interpretations of history may be taught to members of the upper classes, but not to members of the subordinate classes.

Question 9
It can be inferred from the passage that

    Marx was an early proponent of critical theory

    textbooks are not solely designed as teaching instruments

    the secondary literature on American history is no longer biased

    textbook publishers do not take the views of the power elite into account

    under the current system, real education reform is impossible

Question 10
Consider each of the following answer choices separately and select all that apply.

Which of the following statements about critical theory can be supported by the passage?
    It is simply another means by which the power elite preserves the stratification of American society.

    It does not contain any of the same biases which had appeared in the secondary literature prior to the civil rights movement.

    It is not unique in its attempts to attribute Americans’ poor knowledge of history to the machinations of a particular class of
individuals.

Question 11
Select the sentence in the Crst paragraph that explains why a problem is less severe for current American historians now than it was a
century ago.

Question 12
Not only did the exhibit clearly show the health beneCts of a vegetarian diet, it showed how those beneCts often translate into a
greater sense of _________.

    vitality

    mendacity

    remorse

    vigor



    contrition

    persecution

Question 13
While the author clearly identiCes the importance of Victorian culture to twentieth-century technological advances, he _________ the
importance of British Regency to the development of the social factors that influenced Victorian culture.

    intimates

    corroborates

    neglects

    placates

    trumpets

    omits

Question 14
The speaker, though well-read and articulate, had a tendency to be _________.

    eloquent

    elegant

    bombastic

    gregarious

    pompous

    affable

Question 15
Given that conditions were quite amenable to fruit trees during the growing season this year, the _________ of apples this fall is surprising.

    dearth

    countenance

    surfeit

    spate

    amalgamation

    paucity

Questions 16-17 refer to the following passage.



Questions 16-17 refer to the following passage.

Question 16
The author most probably mentions the “novel’s cyclical structure” in order to

    demonstrate that Twain was keenly aware of novelistic construction

    show that the remaining twelve chapters have little connection to the rest of the novel

    support the critic’s position that Twain was unaware of novelistic construction

    provide support for a particular critical interpretation of Twain’s work

    argue that Twain’s protagonist has much in common with Oedipus

Question 17
Which of the following best expresses the main idea of the passage?

    In order to understand Twain’s novel, critics must compare its protagonist to Oedipus.

    Twain’s novel contains some chapters that resist easy inclusion into a unified interpretation.

    The unconventional structure of Huckleberry Finn indicates a lack of authorial awareness.

    Twain’s novel was the first major American novel to discard traditional European structures.

    The protagonist of Huckleberry Finn is considered a modern day Oedipus by critics.

Questions 18-19 refer to the following passage.



Questions 18-19 refer to the following passage.

Question 18
Consider each of the following answer choices separately and select all that apply.
Which of the following can be inferred about the spread of ragweed pollen?

    Ragweed plants adapted to desert and mountain climes tend to spread fewer grains of pollen than do plants in other locations.

    Some attempts to control it may exacerbate the problem.

    The clumping of pollen grains caused by high humidity levels affects the ability of the wind to carry the grains.

Question 19
The author most probably mentions some species of Lepidoptera in order to

    detail a species that may be more effective at controlling ragweed than are the most aggressive herbicides

    suggest a potential research avenue to the problem of controlling ragweed that is at present poorly explored

    discuss a type of mammal that feeds on ragweed plants and may be successful at controlling the spread of ragweed

    plead with the government to spend more money and put more research efforts into finding a natural control for ragweed

    argue that complete elimination of the ragweed plant will only be possible if the government funds research into natural controls of
ragweed

Question 20 refers to the following passage.



Question 20 refers to the following passage.

Question 20
According to the author, proponents of Nietzsche’s work would most likely agree that

    human reason is infallible whereas the senses decay along with the body and are therefore subservient to the mind

    there is a conflict between Socrates and traditional Christian thought

    Nietzsche had little influence on later thinkers

    privileging reason over the senses had a deleterious effect on Greek society at the time of Socrates

    Nietzsche found Plato to be embarrassing



ANSWERS
Math
  1.      A
  2.      B
  3.      A
  4.      C
  5.      A
  6.      C
  7.      C
  8.      D
  9.      C
10.      B
11.      C
12.      9
13.      A
14.      A
15.      A
16.      A
17.      D
18.      D
19.      D
20.      E

Verbal



Verbal
  1.      dissolution, sunset
  2.      B, F
  3.      hindered, ungainly
  4.      occludes, atypical
  5.      tally, fastidious, meticulous
  6.      indefatigable, scoop
  7.      C
  8.      A, B
  9.      B
10.      C
11.      Whereas in the past, American historians…
12.      A, D
13.      C, F
14.      C, E
15.      A, F
16.      D
17.      B
18.      B, C
19.      B
20.      D

EXPLANATIONS



EXPLANATIONS
Math
  1.  A  Since y2 is always positive, Quantity A is positive and Quantity B is negative. The answer is choice (A). You can prove this by

Plugging In several different values for y.

  2.  B  Straight angle PSR measures 180 degrees, so angle QSR must be 90 degrees, and angle SQR must be 45 degrees. So triangle QSR is a

45-45-90 triangle. Dividing QR by  gives you the lengths of QS and SR, that is, . Angle QPS measures 30°, so triangle PQS is a

30-60-90 triangle, and you can find PS by multiplying QS by  which gives you . Add the lengths of SR and PS to find the length

of PR, which is  + . But  +  ≠ . Rather, simplify  to 2  =  + . Compare this to Quantity B, and realize

that you can ignore a  in each Quantity.  is greater than , so Quantity B is greater.

  3.  A  Before you start multiplying these huge numbers, realize that no GRE question requires a great deal of arithmetic. Notice that the
three digits after the thousands place have merely been swapped to form Quantity B from Quantity A. So, represent Quantity A as
(35K + 43)(25K + 430) and Quantity B as (35K + 430)(25K + 43) (note: K is short for 1,000). In FOILing these, you’ll see that the
result from multiplying the First expressions together is (35K)(25K) in both quantities. Similarly, the result from multiplying the Last
expressions is (43)(430) in both quantities. So these expressions can be ignored in comparing the two quantities. All that remains is
the Outer terms added to the Inner terms. In Quantity A, this is (35K)(430) + (43)(25K), and in Quantity B, this is (35K)(43) +
(25K)(430). If you factor out 43 from each Quantity, you obtain 43(350K + 25K) and 43(35K + 250K), or 43(375K) and 43(285K)
for Quantities A and B, respectively. Quantity A is larger. If you were pressed for time, you might also note that the bigger number
(35,000) is multiplied by 430 in Quantity A but only by 43 in Quantity B.

  4.  C  Quantity B contains a common quadratic pattern. Factor the right-hand side . Both

quantities are equal, so the answer is choice (C).

  5.  A  The quantities are already represented as the product of prime factors: 72 = (7)(7), so the least prime factor of Quantity A is its only
prime factor, 7. Similarly, 27 = (2)(2)(2)(2)(2)(2)(2), so Quantity B is 2. Be careful! Remember that you are being asked to determine
the greater of these two quantities. The answer is choice (A).

   6.  C  To find the average of a list of numbers, add them up and divide by the number of elements in the list. You are told that 

 so a + b + c + d = 28. You can substitute this into the simplified form of Quantity B as follows: 

 =  =  . Both quantities

are equal, so the answer is choice (C). Alternatively, you can plug in values for a, b, c, and d. The easiest way to make their average

equal 7 is to plug in 7 for all four values.

  7.  C  Plug in an easy number for the width of the smaller square, such as 3. So the area of the smaller square is s2 = 32 = 9. Drawing in
the diagonal of a square forms two 45-45-90 triangles, so the diagonal (the hypotenuse of either triangle) has length 3  You are told
that this is the width of the larger square, so the area of the larger square is s2=(3 )2 = 18. The area of the shaded region is the
result when the area of the smaller square is subtracted from that of the larger: 18 − 9 = 9. Thus, both quantities are equal, and the
answer is choice (C).

  8.  D  First, simplify the expression in each quantity by splitting up the fraction. Thus, Quantity A becomes  and Quantity B becomes 

 . Both quantities contain 1, so it can be eliminated from the comparison. Now plug in 12 for y: Quantity A becomes 

and Quantity B becomes  . Quantity A is larger, so eliminate choices (B) and (C). Now plug in 16 for y: Quantity A becomes 

 , and Quantity B becomes  . Quantity B is larger, so eliminate choice (A); the answer is choice (D).

  9.  C  The volume of the larger cube is s3 = 23 = 8 and the volume of the smaller cube is s3 = ( )3 = 2 . Dividing the larger by the



smaller yields  and the answer is choice (C).

10.  B  First, figure out how many hours Billie worked. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. is 8 hours. She started work 3 minutes before 9 a.m. and

finished at 16 minutes after 5 p.m., for a total of 19 more minutes, which is close to 20 minutes, or  of an hour. So Billie worked

approximately  hours. To take 80 percent of this, multiply by . So she spent  hours;

the answer is choice (B).

11.  C  The single-digit primes are 2, 3, 5, and 7. Be systematic in listing the results. Start with 2, adding it to the other numbers, then move

to 3, and so forth: 2 + 3 = 5; 2 + 5 = 7; 2 + 7 = 9; 3 + 5 = 8; 3 + 7 = 10; 5 + 7 = 12. Out of these six results, 5 and 7 are

prime, but the other four results are not, so the probability you seek is  and the answer is choice (C).

12.  9  With a ratio of 5:7:3, the total number of singers must be at least 15. If you double the number, and keep the ratio, there would be 30
singers. To have at least 40 singers with the same ratio, the actual total would be 45, or 3 times 15, which means there are three times
the number of basses (3) in the ratio, or 9.

13.  A  Notice that the question gives you information about p and q, and the answer choices refer to m and n. Therefore, you need to isolate

those from the variables x and y by factoring. Regrouping the first given equation gives you (m – n)x + (q − p)y = 0. Because p − q

= −(q − p), the second given equation tells you that q − p = −2. Cross-multiplying the third given equation yields x = −3y.

Substituting the last two results into the regrouped first equation yields (m – n)(−3y) + (−2)y = 0. Moving the second expression to

the other side of the equation yields (m – n)(−3y) = 2y. Inspecting this equation tells you that (m – n)(−3) = 2, so m – n = –  .

Because m – n = −(n − m), you know that n − m =  and the answer is choice (A).

14.  A  Plug in a three-digit integer, such as 341. Swapping the 1 and the 3 gives you 143. Subtracting 143 from 341 gives you 198 (which is
already positive, so its absolute value is also 198). 198 is not divisible by 7, 5, or 4, so eliminate choices (B), (C), and (D). Plug in
another number, such as 546. Its hash is 645. Subtracting 546 from 645 gives you 99, which is not divisible by 2, so eliminate choice
(E). Even if the hundreds digit or the units digit are zero, the difference between a three-digit integer and its hash is still divisible by 9.
The answer is choice (A).

15.  A  The number of senior managers in 1980 was 15. To find 60 percent of this, multiply  . So in 2007, there were 15

+ 9 = 24 senior managers. In 2000, there were 22, so the increase from 2000 to 2007 was 2; the answer is choice (A).

16.  A  In the first bar graph, the average salary, in 1950 dollars, actually appears to have slightly decreased from 1990 to 2000, so statement
I is false. Eliminate choices (B) and (E). In the second bar graph, there were 8 senior managers in 1960, so statement II is also false.
Eliminate choices (C) and (D); the answer is choice (A).

17.  D  Plug in 2 for n to find the second term in the sequence: sn = sn – 1 + 5 so s2 = s2 – 1 + 5 = s1 + 5 = 12, your target number. Now
plug in 2 into the answer choices for n to see which equals 12. Only choice (D) works.

18.  D  Together, Rachel and Rob cover 120 of the 190 miles in one hour. This means that they cover  that distance in  that time, that is,

90 miles in any 45-minute period. So, 45 minutes before they meet, they are 90 miles apart, and the answer is choice (D). If you

picked choice (E), you found how far they had traveled 45 minutes before they met, rather than how far they had left to travel.

19.  D  If x = 75, both angles marked x add up to 150 degrees, so the remaining angle in the semicircle (angle QOR) must measure 30

degrees. PS is a diameter, so the circumference of the circle must be πd = 8π. The length of arc QR must represent the same fraction



of the circumference as central angle QOR does of 360 degrees:  so the length of arc QR is  . The diameter of

the circle is 8, so radii OQ and OR have length 4. The triangle inside sector QOR is a 30-60-90 triangle because angle QOR measures

30 degrees and you are shown a right angle. The remaining angle must be 60 degrees to add up to 180. So, the leg of the triangle

across from the 30 degree angle will be half of OQ, which is 2, and the other leg that forms part of radius OR will have length 2 .

So, the remainder of radius OR must have length . Adding the three edge lengths of the shaded region gives you 

 the answer is choice (D).

20.  E  First, evaluate x: x = 32 = 9. Notice that the answers are presented as powers of 3, not a list of actual numbers. So xx = (32)9 = 318,
and the answer is choice (E).

Verbal



Verbal
  1.       dissolution and sunset

This sentence employs parallel structure, and the semicolon trigger tells you that both blanks will go in the same direction; either of
your two clues, fragmentation or failure, can be recycled into both blanks. Of the choices for the Lrst blank, only dissolution makes
sense; of the choices for the second blank, only sunset is sufficiently negative.

  2.       B and F
The clue in the sentence is much more at liberty to be candid. The triggers are but and nevertheless. Both triggers are opposite-
direction triggers, so the correct answer must mean something that relates to the opposite of to be candid. A good word for the blank
therefore might be deleting. Emancipating means setting free, which is not quite the same as deleting, so you can eliminate choice (A).
Censoring means deleting, so choice (B) is a correct answer. Refuting means proving false, so choice (C) is incorrect. Censuring means
expressing strong disapproval, so choice (D) is not a credited answer. Ameliorating means easing or lessening, and does not mean
deleting, so you can eliminate choice (E). Expurgating means changing by removing words, so choice (F) is a correct answer.

  3.       hindered and ungainly
The trigger while introduces two conMicting aspects of hydrogen-powered cars. The Lrst clue states that hydrogen contains more
energy per gallon than does gasoline, which would seemingly aid the development of hydrogen-powered cars; since the trigger
changes the direction of the sentence, though, a word that means made more diNcult would make sense in the Lrst blank. Of the
choices, only hindered Lts. Both the semicolon and the thus tell you that the second blank agrees with the Lrst, so you need a word
that means something like difficult or awkward. Of the choices, only ungainly makes sense.

  4.       occludes and atypical
The Lrst blank describes what the Moon does to the Sun; the second sentence tells you that the Moon’s shadow is caused by blocking
the sun, so you are looking for a word that means blocks. Of the choices, only occludes means blocks; secularizes means separates
from religious connection and epitomizes means typifies. The second blank describes the occurrence, and the clue is in the Lrst line of
the passage: one of the rarest of celestial events. Therefore, you need a word that means rare. Of the choices, only atypical means rare;
desultory means random, but not necessarily rare, and momentous means of far-reaching importance—which may also describe the
event, but isn’t supported in the passage.

  5.       tally, fastidious, and meticulous
The Lrst blank describes what census workers do to people, so you need a word for the blank that means count. Of the choices, only
tally means count. The second blank describes accurate census workers; the part after the colon outlines some of the problems
associated with not paying attention to details, so a word that means something like attentive to details would make sense. Of the
choices, fastidious is the best Lt. The third blank, like the second, describes the ideal census worker, so once again you need
something that means attentive to details. Of the choices, only meticulous means attentive to detail; both perfunctory and inexact are
nearly the opposite of what you need.

  6.       indefatigable and scoop
The first blank describes the journalist’s pursuit of the story; since he’s investigating day and night and writing until dawn, a word like
tirelessly would make sense in the blank. Of the choices, indefatigable—literally, not able to be fatigued—is the best Lt. The clue for
the second blank is get the story Lrst; scoop has a secondary meaning of beating other news sources to a story, so that’s your best
choice.

  7.  C  Choice (A) is not necessary—it strengthens the argument. In fact, it guarantees that the conclusion is true, but it’s not the assumption. I
don’t need reversing the trade imbalance to require the plan advocated in the passage. I only need the plan to help lessen the
imbalance. The same problem exists in choice (B): I don’t need most consumers from Y to purchase cars from X in order to help
lessen the trade imbalance. Choice (C) says that if they are not inclined to buy them, then the plan is no good. Thus, this is essential to
the plan working. Choice D is not necessary: I don’t need Country X’s cars to continue to improve. I only need them to continue to be
comparable to Country Y’s cars. Choice (E) makes me like the plan but it is not essential. I don’t need the preference for right side
steering wheels to be government-mandated.

  8.       A and B
Be sure to use both the second and third paragraphs to answer this question: Although the term critical theory doesn’t appear until the
latter, it’s used to describe the viewpoint discussed in the previous paragraph. Choice (A) is supported by the sentence in the second
paragraph that states that American society is preserved … by the creation of what Marx called “false consciousness.” Choice (B) is
also supported by the sentence in the third paragraph that states that dominant classes … and the injustices it contains. Choice (C),
however, is contradicted by information in the final paragraph and is stated in extreme language that is rarely correct on the GRE.

  9.  B  Choice (B) is supported by the final lines of the passage, which indicate that textbook publishers are first and foremost seeking to
maximize profit. Thus, textbooks are not just teaching instruments, but money makers. Choice (A) is not supported by the passage.
The theorists use Marx’s term, but that doesn’t mean he was a member of the school. Choice (C) is wrong; the passage simply says the
literature is more comprehensive. That’s not the same as saying it is no longer biased. Choice (D) is not supported by the passage.
Although the author rejects the idea that the power elites are in control of textbooks, it may still be true that publishers take their
views into account. Choice (E) is put forth by the critical theorists, but it is not necessarily true.



10.  C  Choice (C) is supported by the reference in the third paragraph to critical theory and other theories … on the doorstep of the elites; if
there are other theories that similarly lay blame, then critical theory is not unique. Choice (A) is not supported: Critical theory is used
by educational theorists, not the power elite. Choice (B) is also not supported: Critical theory is discussed as an attempt to explain
Americans’ alleged ignorance of history, which can no longer be attributed to the less comprehensive secondary sources that were
common before the civil rights movement.

11.       Whereas in the past, American historians…
After introducing the main idea, most of the Lrst paragraph is spent dismissing possible causes for the discrepancy that Ferro claims.
The third sentence absolves the secondary literature as a suspect; if you selected this sentence, you may have failed to clarify that the
problem asked for the sentence that explains why. The fourth sentence gives the desired reason: The secondary literature became
more comprehensive after the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s. If you chose the Lfth sentence, note that the passage
doesn’t state whether space constraints were ever a problem.

12.       A and D
Not only tells you that the second part of the sentence will continue in the same direction as, and expand upon, the Lrst part of the
sentence. The Lrst part says an exhibit showed a vegetarian diet is healthy, so the second part will also say the exhibit showed
something positive about a vegetarian diet, and it will likely be relevant to health. Remorse and contrition are synonymous but are
too negative for what you’re looking for. Mendacity, which means deception, and persecution, which means an attack on an ethnic
group, are also too negative to be extensions of health benefits. On the other hand, vitality and vigor both mean having lots of energy,
which is a congruous and logical extension of the health benefits of a diet.

13.       C and F
While is a trigger word, so you know that the second clause will contrast with the Lrst. The Lrst clause states that the author does
identify Victorian culture, so the second clause will be about a failure to identify something. Thus, choices (A) and (E) can be
eliminated, since they suggest successfully communicating something. To corroborate, choice (B), means to validate a story. To placate
means to appease, so choice (D) doesn’t make sense here. To neglect and to omit both suggest a failure; choices (C) and (F) are
correct.

14.       C and E
The trigger though tells you that the latter part of the sentence will contrast with well-read and articulate, so you’re looking for words
that indicate negative attributes of a speaker. Eloquent and elegant both have positive meanings, so eliminate choices (A) and (B).
Gregarious and affable both mean highly social, and so are too positive as well as irrelevant to the sentence; eliminate choices (D) and
(F). Bombastic and pompous both mean prone to ostentatious speech, so answer choices (C) and (E) give you appropriate, equivalent
sentences.

15.       A and F
The trigger word comes at the very end of this sentence: Since the speaker indicates surprise, the second half of the sentence will
contrast with the Lrst, which says that conditions for apples were good. So you’re looking for words that indicate the apples are poor
in some way, and both dearth and paucity indicate a lack or shortage. Surfeit and spate are also synonyms, but they have the opposite
meaning: an abundance or excess. Neither countenance, which means the look on one’s face, nor amalgamation, which means
combination, fit here. Choices (A) and (F) are the best answers.

16.  D  According to the author, The novel’s cyclical structure encourages critics to see the novel’s disparate parts as interlinked … however, it
does facilitate attempts to view the novel as a unified whole. Thus, the cyclical structure supports a critical interpretation of the novel.
Choice (D) best summarizes this idea.

17.  B  In the first paragraph, the author states, The remaining twelve chapters act as a counterpoint, commenting on—if not reversing,—the
first part where a morality play receives greater confirmation. According to the second paragraph of the passage, Huckleberry Finn
encompasses individual scenes of the protagonist’s self-recognition, that resist inclusion into an all-encompassing interpretation.
Throughout the passage, the author shows that the novel has certain elements that do not fit nicely into a unified vision of the book.
Choice (B) is the best restatement of the information given in the passage.

18.       B and C
Choice (A) is not supported, because the passage never compares the rates of pollen production in plants at diTerent climates. Choice
(B) is supported by the phrase mowing can actually be counterproductive. Choice (C) is supported by statement that high humidity
rates reduce the spread of ragweed, a wind-borne allergen, by causing the grains to clump. The clumping must have some negative
effect on the wind’s ability to carry the pollen, making choice (C) true.

19.  B  The answer to this question lies in the line, Some species of Lepidoptera (butterflies, skippers, and moths) larvae feed on ragweed,
but this arena of control is not well funded, and consequently not well-researched. The author mentions the species to indicate that
there may be a potential answer to the problem of controlling ragweed, but this answer has not been fully explored. This most closely
matches choice (B). Choice (A) is wrong because the author doesn’t make a comparison between the methods of control. Choice (C) is
wrong because the species discussed are not mammals. The author does suggest the government explore natural remedies, but choice
(D) doesn’t properly answer the question. The mention of some species of Lepidoptera is not used to plead with the government.
Choice (E) is incorrect because earlier in the passage the author indicates that complete elimination of the ragweed is unlikely.



20.  D  The passage tells us that Socrates was an example of the type of thinking that led to a decline in Greek society. His thinking deified
rationality, or put it on top. Later on in the passage we are told that there is a conflict between rationality and the senses. Thus, the
author implies that Nietzsche felt that Socrates’ excessive rationality was a problem. The answer is choice (D).



The Verbal section of the GRE is designed to test your verbal reasoning abilities. This chapter will explain what types of questions ETS uses



The Verbal section of the GRE is designed to test your verbal reasoning abilities. This chapter will explain what types of questions ETS uses
to accomplish that. You’ll also see how the concepts of Personal Order of Di%culty and Process of Elimination apply to the Verbal section.
Finally, you’ll learn what role vocabulary plays in achieving a good score on the Verbal section.

What’s On It?
Now that ETS has redesigned the GRE, the company claims that the new Verbal section will accomplish the following:

Place a greater emphasis on analytical skills and on understanding vocabulary in context rather than in isolation
Use more text-based materials
Contain a broader range of reading selections
Test skills that are more closely aligned with those used in graduate school
Expand the range of computer-enabled tasks

While those sound like lofty and admirable goals, what they really translate into are the following changes:

There won’t be questions that involve analogies or antonyms on this test, as there have been on past tests (and good riddance!).
You’ll see new question types that weren’t on the old version of the test: Critical Reasoning questions and Sentence Equivalence (in
which you search for synonyms—somewhat easier and more reasonable than the antonyms questions, but not by much).
The test writers made minor tweaks to the Text Completion and Reading Comprehension questions (we’ll get into how these are con­
structed later in this section).
You’ll see some wacky-looking question formats that you’ve probably never seen before.
Though they say the new version of the test de-emphasizes vocabulary, there’s no getting around the fact that the more vocabulary you
know when you sit down to take the test, the better off you’ll be.

Of course, ETS claims that the new GRE is a better and more valid test than the previous incarnation, but we have our doubts. For one, there
hasn’t been much testing done on the new question types. In other words, ETS hasn’t tried these questions out on test takers to see how well
they evaluated knowledge or ability. Second, the new test is longer and less convenient for students—but more on that later. Su%ce it to say
that we’re not totally convinced that this test represents an improvement over those of the past.
There are three types of questions on the Verbal section of the test. They are:

Text Completions
Sentence Equivalence
Reading Comprehension



TEXT COMPLETIONS



TEXT COMPLETIONS
Text Completions occupy a middle ground between Sentence Equivalence and Reading Comprehension. You will be given a small passage—
one to 've sentences—with one, two, or three blanks. If the passage has one blank, you will have 've answer choices. If it has two or three
blanks, you will be given three answer choices per blank. You have to independently fill in each blank to get credit for the question.
The overall approach is the same. Ignore the answer choices. Find the story being told (there will always be a story), and come up with your
own words for the blank. Here’s what a three-blank Text Completion will look like:

Question 5

Proponents of the International Style in architecture called for reducing buildings to purely functional form and found
beauty in highlighting ____(i)_____ features. They rejected references to _____(ii)____ and historical styles and o6ered designs
indifferent to location, a quality subsequently ____(iii)_____ by those who viewed the style as bland or unappealing.

Step 1—Find the Story
There will always be a story. There must be a complete enough story that you can identify what’s missing. The answer choices are there to
mislead you, so don’t look at them. Stay with the passage until the story comes into focus. Pay particular attention to trigger words (see
Sentence Equivalence). They will indicate the direction of the sentence and will help to 'll in blanks. If the sentence does not come into
focus, skip it and come back after doing a few other questions.

Step 2—Prep Your Scratch Paper
As opposed to columns of A’s, B’s, C’s, D’s, E’s, and F’s, Text Completion scratch paper will look like this:

Step 3—Pick a Blank
Some blanks will be easier to 'll in than others. In general, blanks have two roles. They either test vocabulary, or comprehension. A blank
testing vocabulary may be easy to fill in with your own words, but then the answer choices may consist of difficult vocabulary words. A blank
testing comprehension may depend upon what you put in another blank, or may contain multiple words, including a few trigger words and
prepositions. Start with whichever blank seems the easiest.

Step 4—Speak for Yourself
The answer choices will all 't grammatically into the sentence and quite a few of them will make some sense. Plugging them in to see which
one “sounds” right, is just what ETS wants you to do. Sooner or later, with this approach, they will temp you into a wrong answer. Instead,
stay with the sentence until the story becomes clear and then come up with your own word for the blank. If you don’t know exactly what
word will fit, at least figure out whether the word in the blank will change the direction of the sentence or keep it the same.

Step 5—POE
Keep your hand moving. Do not do this process in your head. That leads to mental stress and unnecessary mistakes. Park your thinking on
your scratch paper.

Step 6—Rinse and Repeat
Repeat this process for each blank. Remember that some blanks will test vocabulary, but others will test comprehension. Often the
information you need for one blank may happen to be another blank. For this you will need to identify the relationship between the blanks.



That may seem like a long process, but it’s really just a way of thinking. Find the story. Play close attention to trigger words. Come up with
words for the blank or establish direction. Keep the hand moving and eliminate.
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DRILL 1
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Just as di"erent people can have very di"erent personalities, so too can pets—even those of the same species and breed possess varied
_______.

Question 2
Frustrated by her husband’s lack of ____(i)____, Lisa tried to motivate him to ____(ii)____ for greater things.

Question 3
At the edges of the universe astronomers have discovered ____(i)____ objects called quasars, which have given scientists the /rst direct
____(ii)____ of the existence of stars in distant galaxies.

Question 4
If one were asked who transmitted the /rst radio broadcast of the human voice, one might guess the _______ inventor Guglielmo
Marconi, but in fact the feat was accomplished by the much less well-known Reginald Fessenden.

Question 5
The di"erence in economic terms between a bond and a note is still observed by the United States Treasury, but in other markets the
_____(i)_____ the two terms has become unimportant and the two words are used _____(ii)_____.

Question 6
Now known as Administrative Professionals’ Day, Secretaries’ Day was created in 1952 by Harry F. Klemfuss, a public relations
professional who _______ the value and significance of administrative assistants in order to attract more women to the profession.



Question 7
When editing manuscripts, literary scholars must remain acutely aware of textual ____(i)____; the di"erences among extant versions of the
same work—resulting from printing errors, editing demands, or constant revisions—often make it ____(ii)____ for scholars to publish
truly ____(iii)____ texts.

Question 8
With a similar contrast between a partly cloudy sky and a dark street, the cover of the recent rock CD _______ a famous surrealist
painting from the early 1900s.

Question 9
Although John F. Kennedy was known for his carefree Dag football games, Gerald Ford should be _______ as our football president: He
turned down offers to play for two National Football League teams in order to pursue a career in public service.

Question 10
Though many _______ endlessly praised his work, Dan often wished for some honest criticism.

Question 11
The losing game show contestant experienced a strange mix of ____(i)_____ and ____(ii)____; although she was disappointed that she didn’t
win the million dollar prize, she was still ____(iii)____ about returning to her normal life.

Question 12



The magazine article from 1956 decrying the ____(i)____ of sequels and remakes Dooding the nation’s movie theaters that summer
____(ii)____ the claim that such derivative films are a uniquely 21st-century phenomenon.

Question 13
Although considerable _____(i)_____ resources had already been expended on the new drug, development had to be halted due to adverse
e"ects during human testing; once hailed as a kind of _____(ii)_____ that could be used to treat numerous physical and mental ailments,
the drug will likely be remembered only as a financial albatross that bankrupted its developers.

Question 14
Sheila would often _______ about her boyfriend’s habits, but everyone could tell that her seemingly bitter complaints were mostly
facetious.

Question 15
Although the stress tests given to European banks are supposed to reassure ____(i)____ investors by distinguishing the reliable /nancial
institutions from the more ____(ii)____ ones, the lack of candor from those reporting has made the test results ____(iii)____.



DRILL 2
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Carey and Skylar’s constant bickering dismayed their mother, who had grown weary of their _______.

Question 2
The Mayor was so _______ by the long trial that, despite his eventual acquittal, he admitted his failing health and declined to run for re-
election.

Question 3
Despite her hearing loss and ____(i)____ painful arthritis, Maj was a pleasant and surprisingly ____(ii)____ dog.

Question 4
While any bird egg will suffice for the tradition of egg decorating, those with _______ shells are preferred, so as to prevent breaking when
their contents are hollowed.

Question 5
Hand-cu4ng the two ____(i)____ men stopped the ____(ii)____ violence, but did nothing to cease the volley of ____(iii)____ they continued to
yell at each other.

Question 6
Though she willingly admitted that the ____(i)____ town was scenically beautiful, Christine could not help but feel it was ____(ii)____
backwater compared to her previous home in the city.



Question 7
The Roman Empire’s military and political _______ was often challenged by the smaller but ambitious Persians, who for centuries fought
wars intended to usurp Rome’s dominion.

Question 8
The chairman’s ____(i)____ comments about the environmental disaster caused people to grow even angrier at the company, ____(ii)____ a
situation that was already ____(iii)____.

Question 9
Allowing distinguished <gures to ____(i)____ on their experiences, lives and wisdom learned, the memoir genre has given us such
signi<cant works as Ulysses S. Grant’s Personal Memoirs, an interesting, well-written account of his days as a general and a president.
At the opposite end of the spectrum, the genre also provides an outlet for anyone who wants to share any ____(ii)____ experience, as
evidenced by the ____(iii)____ release of a fly-by-night internet celebrity’s memoir next month.

Question 10
Although Father’s Day, <rst celebrated in 1908, is now an honored tradition in the United States, it did not always enjoy such
_____(i)_____; rather, uno4cial _____(ii)_____ from prominent <gures such as Woodrow Wilson and William Jennings Bryan were required
before Americans embraced the holiday.

Question 11
Some conservative theologians subscribe to the belief of Biblical ____(i)____ as far as the Scripture never being wrong when it comes to
revealing God, his vision, and his news to humanity. However, other literalist Christians believe the ____(ii)____ refers to the Bible being
without error in every way, including matters of chronology, history, biology, sociology, politics, et cetera.



Question 12
When he was alive, the magnate was described as arrogant, bitterly critical, and ____(i)____. Nevertheless, the speaker, who was often the
victim of his legendary ____(ii)____, was able to find ____(iii)____ things to say about him.

Question 13
When the mother _____(i)_____ the disruptive child, she did not expect his siblings to encourage malevolent behavior; rather, she
anticipated that the children would mock and _____(ii)_____ their troublesome brother and through this punishment, he would refrain
from harassing others.

Question 14
Many city-dwellers have a _______ of knowledge about their food sources: indeed, a number of people have never even seen a live
chicken or cow.

Question 15
Most fans dismissed the press release detailing the comedian’s ill health as a hoax, as she had frequently _______ her audience by feigning
a physical ailment as part of her stage routine.



DRILL 3
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
An aloe plant may be an excellent choice for those who are interested in gardening but keep busy schedules; aloes easily _______ without
frequent watering or careful maintenance.

Question 2
Howard’s friends recognize that his nervous ____(i)____ on meeting strangers belies an underlying gregariousness, while new
acquaintances often ____(ii)____ perceive him as churlish.

Question 3
The artist, who specialized in _______ scenes, eagerly sat down to paint his favorite landscape—a peaceful pasture 0lled with hills and
valleys.

Question 4
Her performance review noted that Jill su3ers from a lack of ____(i)____, and often makes insulting remarks despite her best e3orts to be
polite; worse, the review went on to point out that it happens regularly, even though she has no intention of ____(ii)____ anyone.

Question 5
The administration had nothing but contempt for the ultimate Frisbee team and frequently spoke _______ of it.

Question 6
By disclosing and explaining the details of her personal 0nances before they could be used against her, the council member ____(i)____
her opponent’s attacks during the campaign. Rather than waiting to react to the inevitable criticism should her opponent 0nd



her opponent’s attacks during the campaign. Rather than waiting to react to the inevitable criticism should her opponent 0nd
something questionable, her campaign manager thought this strategy would be more ____(ii)____.

Question 7
Lindsay, cognizant of the effects of second-hand smoke but hesitant to inconvenience her party guests, _______, as she was unsure whether
to ask people to smoke outside during the party.

Question 8
The literary agent took ____(i)____ at the statement that slush piles are nothing but ____(ii)____; he argued that several major authors,
including Stephenie Meyer, Judith Guest, and even Anne Frank, were discovered in such piles of unsolicited, soon-to-be-rejected
manuscripts.

Question 9
While some academics applaud the modernist movement in many universities to treat history and 0ction as inherently related 0elds,
there remains a vocal group of traditional historians and literary critics who _____(i)_____ such _____(ii)_____ worldview and insist that the
_____(iii)_____ nature of the two disciplines must be inviolate.

Question 10
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was one of the 0rst major American novels to be written in _______ voice, using the una3ected language
of the common person describing everyday events.

Question 11
The question of when, if ever, history can be considered ____(i)____ is contentious, to say the least. One could argue, for example, that
any evaluation of the 180-year-old presidency of Andrew Jackson would likely be ____(ii)____ the controversies that define evaluations of
more contemporaneous political leaders, and yet a plethora of passionately held views continues to polarize. The ____(iii)____ of any one
judgment is perhaps the one certainty surrounding the issue.



Question 12
The ____(i)____ state of the city’s public schools certainly demands immediate attention, but it is important that our remedies be
thoughtful and comprehensive. While appropriate measures of teacher performance and subsequent accountability will undoubtedly
play a vital role in revitalizing our schools, it would be ____(ii)____ the many other factors at play, factors as widely divergent as the
system’s deteriorating physical capital and students’ home lives. Even the most talented teachers are challenged, for example, to
____(iii)____ of an unstable or abusive home environment on a student’s ability to learn.

Question 13
With his relentless energy but equally diminutive attention span, Garlin _____(i)_____ his talents on several potentially exciting but
uncompleted projects, much to the dismay of his friends who, while venerating his enthusiasm,____(ii)____ his unfocused nature.

Question 14
The origins of La Tomatina, an annual Spanish event in which participants hurl overripe tomatoes at one another for up to two hours,
are _______, with possible theories including a friendly food fight and a volley aimed at a bad musician.

Question 15
The _______ group in the adjoining room made it difficult for students taking the mid-term examination to concentrate.



DRILL 4
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Susan _______ the theater; she bought tickets for all the shows put on by the local drama group.

Question 2
The so-called “thieves’ cant” was a ____(i)____ language created by thieves, beggars, and swindlers in England in the 1530s to allow them
to communicate without the authorities knowing what was going on. Although the cant was widely used by criminal subcultures 4ve
hundred years ago, it is now mostly ____(ii)____, found only in literature and fantasy role-playing games.

Question 3
Currently _______ in philately, Roger decided to pursue his new hobby because he had already become an expert numismatist.

Question 4
While the ____(i)____ structures of Lego projects are often impressive, it’s the internal ____(ii)____ such as 8ower pots, sink 4xtures, and
working windows that make them truly magical.

Question 5
Prior to taking on the new invader, the defending army had engaged in arduous combat; it is likely that the _______ resulting from
waging two battles in two days played a part in its subsequent defeat.

Question 6
Often considered one of the best 4lms in cinematic history, Breakfast at Ti>any’s faced several ____(i)____ during production. The 4lm’s
star, Audrey Hepburn, almost refused the part, afraid it would ____(ii)____ her pristine image; further, the 4lm faced intense scrutiny



star, Audrey Hepburn, almost refused the part, afraid it would ____(ii)____ her pristine image; further, the 4lm faced intense scrutiny
from censors, and the director had to make several compromises to ____(iii)____ them.

Question 7
The ____(i)____ of medieval papal power was the pontificate of Innocent III, whose immense personal prestige cowed monarchs from the
powerful Philip II “Augustus” of France to the ____(ii)____ John of England, who earned such derisive epithets as “Lackland” and
“Softsword.” Even before Innocent’s tenure, though, the involvement of Pope Henry IV in the Investiture Con8ict had begun to hint at
the tension between spiritual and ____(iii)____ leadership that would eventually boil over in the Protestant Reformation.

Question 8
Ironically, the myth of Martin Van Buren’s _________ was due largely to circumstances that had little to do with Van Buren himself; in
reality, of all the U.S. presidents since Andrew Jackson, Van Buren exceeded the average in education, intellect, and experience.

Question 9
Some argue that pro4ting from terrible su>ering by publishing photographic books about natural disasters is shameless _____(i)_____, but
perhaps the practice has the _____(ii)_____ effect of helping us to appreciate the humanity of people living far way.

Question 10
While she may have answered him truthfully—in the strictest sense of the word—it became clear to Sergei after the incident that
Sheryl had actually been trying to _______.

Question 11
Certainly a roundabout narrative, the book—much like the others in the author’s pseudo-autobiographical series—proved to be
unpopular among those who preferred ________ to loquaciousness.



Question 12
During training to handle ____(i)____ arguments, the students on the debate team practiced techniques for quickly coming up with
remarks that were ____(ii)____ even when they might know very little about the topic and would have only a few minutes to prepare.

Question 13
Although they stood with the congressman in a tenuous display of solidarity, the incensed commissioners could not conceal their _______.

Question 14
The ____(i)____ with which the second-string quarterback managed to turn the tide of the game shocked even those who were familiar
with his skills. Previously, he was more infamous for his deceitful ____(ii)____ o> the 4eld than for anything he had accomplished with a
ball in his hand, but his immediate impact on the decisive game is likely to turn some of his erstwhile doubters into ____(iii)____ fans.

Question 15
The magazine article was ____(i)____ about the police commissioner’s accomplishments. Although some lawyers’ groups argued against
the appropriateness of his tactics, the double-digit drop in the crime rate since his appointment suggests that all the journalist’s praise
was ____(ii)____.



DRILL 5
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Rich found the chance shift in the path of the storm ____(i)____, as he was hoping to use the excuse of heavy weather to ____(ii)____ more
much needed time. With the deadline ____(iii)____ and his credibility on the line, he will have to find a way to get the presentation done.

Question 2
The defense attorney’s _______ closing statement was not enough to sway the jurors in his client’s favor; stirring words could not conceal
the defendant’s evident guilt.

Question 3
A recent Harris Poll indicated that many professions have seen a decline in their ____(i)____over the past several years; teaching, in
contrast, has ____(ii)____ more respect over the same time period.

Question 4
In 1770s colonial New England, Puritans _______ the celebration of Christmas, which they considered to be an odious reminder of the
Pope’s tyranny.

Question 5
The ____(i)____ lining of an eggshell is ____(ii)____, and this is the reason using salt water to boil an egg can make the egg taste salty. For
the same reason, it is important not to store eggs in the refrigerator with uncovered, strong-smelling food items since the scents can
____(iii)____ the egg, causing it to taste bad.

Question 6
Many dog owners treat their pets too _______, forgetting that canines have evolved in competitive environments in which emotional



Many dog owners treat their pets too _______, forgetting that canines have evolved in competitive environments in which emotional
coddling was a sign of weakness.

Question 7
As part of Marina Abramovićs groundbreaking exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, the artist herself logged 700
hours over the course of 3 months in a small chair. Visitors were invited to sit across from the performance artist’s stolid countenance,
for whatever ____(i)____ they desired, the ____(ii)____ sitting for only a few moments and the bold sitting for several hours; the visitors thus
became ____(iii)____ components of the piece, wittingly or unwittingly.

Question 8
Repulsed by _______ employees, the executive informed his staff that he preferred constructive criticism to calculated flattery.

Question 9
Students may consider modernist works such as James Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake to be more _______ than Victorian prose: Victorian
narratives are linear and predictable, while Joyce’s tortuous plots are fragmented and fickle, and they confound the reader.

Question 10
It struck Professor Steele as _____(i)_____ that the eighteenth-century Bavarians devoted such eBort to building houses of worship because
at the same time, the rest of Europe’s religious fervor was _____(ii)_____, while movements such as nihilism gained steam.

Question 11
Ancient generals, lacking modern technologies such as radio and satellite communication, often found that one of the most signiCcant
challenges in warfare was accurate _______ of the myriad of changes on the battlefield or in the campaign.



Question 12
In psychological literature, the “sleeper eBect” refers to the phenomenon in which a persuasive message from a trustworthy source
loses _______ over time, while the efficacy of a message from a less credible source simultaneously increases.

Question 13
Pundits do not believe that the sporadic calls for her ouster—outcries spurred by both her unusual lifestyle and social policies—have
compelled the monarch to seriously consider _______.

Question 14
For some time, scientists refused to believe that Earth’s continents are made of moving tectonic plates. Physicists, who could not devise
a theory to explain the now-accepted process, rejected the theory outright, as did geologists, who were far too ____(i)____ in their
thinking, thereby ____(ii)____ the advancement of science for a time.

Question 15
E.L. Doctorow argues that the role of artists in the 21st century is to provide a reminder that even in ____(i)____world, one thing is
____(ii)____: America will always be a nation of ____(iii)____ free expression.



DRILL 6
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Dolly Madison, the wife of President James Madison, was known especially for her _______, remaining calm even as the British invaded
Washington D.C. during the War of 1812.

Question 2
Seth was extremely _______, and did not enjoy activities that required effort to meet new people.

Question 3
Though Denise’s colleagues occasionally took the distant look on her face to mean that she was ____(i)___, she was actually thoroughly
____(ii)____ of what was happening in the office at all times.

Question 4
Some religious leaders have declared inaction on environmental issues to be _______, because it may now be considered a sin to pollute
the earth.

Question 5
Because he ate high-calorie snacks while riding the exercise bike, Julie ridiculed DeRay’s workout philosophy as _______.

Question 6
Marty could not help but view the glass as half-empty: for example, when the economy turned around and jobs began to ____(i)____,
Marty insisted to all who would listen that the good news would be quite transient, that another recession was ____(ii)____, and that



Marty insisted to all who would listen that the good news would be quite transient, that another recession was ____(ii)____, and that
those who doubted him would later appreciate his unwillingness to celebrate.

Question 7
The recent convert, still a _______ with respect to the rites of her church, did not yet feel completely comfortable in her new faith.

Question 8
Veeder claims that the very notion of the existence of synonyms is____(i)____, as words depend on ____(ii)____, connotation, and linguistic
and cultural context for their ____(iii)____ meanings.

Question 9
Politicians’ tendency to ____(i)____ their own virtues by demeaning their opponents is ____(ii)____: what if voters forget the name of the
candidate and remember only that of his adversary?

Question 10
Video game enthusiasts know that, while the astounding advances in technological innovation might increase the level of fun of the
gaming experience, such a result is by no means _______.

Question 11
Middlemarch author George Eliot reportedly bemoaned the dearth of ____(i)____ women, of which her well-educated main character,
Dorothea, was a ____(ii)____. Therefore, Eliot scholars have long debated the author’s meaning in marrying Dorothea to the elderly
preacher Casaubon and having him exploit his bride for ____(iii)____ needs.



Question 12
Dismissed by the establishment, professing nothing but disdain for the canon, and yet beloved by his followers who trumpet his _______
opinions, the raffish pundit is laughing all the way to the bank.

Question 13
The 1966 opening of the relatively expansive Grace Memorial Bridge signaled a ____(i)____ improvement in highway safety in the low
country of South Carolina; the old bridge had been ____(ii)____ narrow, creating a ____(iii)____ driving experience for traders and tourists
alike.

Question 14
Sarah Grand’s short story, “The Tenor and the Boy” was a ____(i)____ account of her popular novel The Heavenly Twins, for it was
published years before the novel was completed. Unlike the novel’s characters, who were drawn in rich detail, the short story
contained mere ____(ii)____ caricatures.

Question 15
One might sometimes wonder whether some of the stories passed down through generations are veritable or ____(i)___; whether the
heroes had such endless mettle or were, in their hearts, occasionally ____(ii)____; and whether the denizens of the times described were
really so ____(ii)____, or were perhaps tinged with a bit of guile.



DRILL 7
Directions: For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.

Question 1
Although his latest project was relatively _______ —little more than a few basic plot points scribbled on a napkin—the veteran
screenwriter easily sold the story to a major Hollywood studio.

Question 2
Despite being located in hot and sunny California, San Francisco is famous for its _______ weather, engendered by the con,uence of two
different meteorological systems in the Bay Area.

Question 3
Possessing few natural resources upon its newly-granted independence in 1863, Singapore remained economically _______ until an in,ux
of industrialization and foreign investment took hold there.

Question 4
Wealth and technology wrought by industrialization gave nations in the northern hemisphere strategic ____(i)____. This included
sophisticated weaponry that could easily overpower the more ____(ii)____ arms held by the countries of the southern hemisphere.

Question 5
Even though legislators claimed the Contagious Diseases Acts strengthened the nation, social purists argued the Acts _______ the nation’s
moral growth by encouraging licentious behavior.

Question 6



The new lecture hall’s _______ design reflected the architect’s minimalist influences.

Question 7
Bentham provided the conceptual model for modern prisons, though not the actual structural model. In Bentham’s ____(i)____, a central
watchtower provided a ____(ii)____ view of all subjects under surveillance, theoretically allowing the guard to observe all of their actions;
the tower, however, was structured in such a way that the subjects being observed could not see the guard. This meant that the
prisoners were forced to assume that they were being ____(iii)___, even when the guard was o=-duty, allowing prison administrators to
be economical in their employment of guards.

Question 8
The grave accusations made by the plainti= were almost entirely _____(i)_____ the testimony of two witnesses. Therefore, when the court
_____(ii)_____ the credentials of those witnesses, the plaintiff’s case disintegrated, and the relevant claims were shown to be _____(iii)_____.

Question 9
Modern tennis fans have come to realize that, although, quantum technological leaps in racquet technology have lead to _______
increases in the speed and power with which players can hit the ball, this has not necessarily lead to a more entertaining game.

Question 10
Many Major League Baseball relief pitchers choose an electrifying theme song to play as they take the mound; the song _______ their fans
and instills fear in their opponents.

Question 11
Emmet Ray, a Bctional jazz guitarist in Woody Allen’s Blm Sweet and Lowdown, is a paradoxical character; while he displays
sophisticated musical artistry, his personality is typically _______.



Question 12
The editorial, though intended to ____(i)____ the current administration, inadvertently ____(ii)____ several claims made against the regime
suggested as a preferable alternative, effectively ____(iii)____ any plans for a change in leadership.

Question 13
Humans have a natural aCnity for Vervet monkeys; in both their habits and their personalities, they remind us of the essential
humanity of non-human creatures. Vervet monkeys, like most humans, are ____(i)____, conducting most of their activities during the day.
Their ____(ii)____ behavior and desire for company shows us that humans are not the only species that values ____(iii)____.

Question 14
A mathematician should not automatically reject theorems that might at Brst seem witless or juvenile; advanced degrees are not a
license for ____(i)___, nor do they ____(ii)____ arrogance or egotism.

Question 15
Bettelheim’s ____(i)____ of “Hansel and Gretel” is thorough and well-researched, but ultimately not compelling due to his ____(ii)____ focus,
which is severely constricted by his narrow worldview.



ANSWERS

Drill 1
  1.      E
  2.      initiative, strive
  3.      remote, collaboration
  4.      B
  5.      distinction between, interchangeably
  6.      B
  7.      anomalies, daunting, authoritative
  8.      C
  9.      E
10.      A
11.      despondency, elation, euphoric
12.      glut, belied
13.      pecuniary, panacea
14.      B
15.      timorous, precarious, suspect

Drill 2



Drill 2
  1.      A
  2.      D
  3.      chronically, agile
  4.      D
  5.      belligerent, corporeal, epithets
  6.      bucolic, cultural
  7.      C
  8.      glib, exacerbating, parlous
  9.      expatiate, petty, impending
10.      esteem, accolades
11.      inerrancy, doctrine
12.      bellicose, diatribes, magnanimous
13.      pilloried, deride
14.      E
15.      B

Drill 3



Drill 3
  1.      D
  2.      silences, falsely
  3.      C
  4.      tact, denigrating
  5.      E
  6.      precluded, pragmatic
  7.      B
  8.      umbrage, dross
  9.      deride, heretical, separate
10.      D
11.      apolitical, free from, subjectivity
12.      execrable, an error to neglect, mitigate the effect
13.      squandered, impugned
14.      D
15.      A

Drill 4



Drill 4
  1.      B
  2.      clandestine, obsolete
  3.      A
  4.      external, minutiae
  5.      D
  6.      complications, tarnish, assuage
  7.      zenith, feckless, temporal
  8.      C
  9.      profiteering, salutary
10.      B
11.      A
12.      extemporaneous, germane
13.      B
14.      alacrity, chicanery, ardent
15.      effusive, apposite

Drill 5



Drill 5
  1.      disappointing, garner, nigh
  2.      B
  3.      prestige, reaped
  4.      E
  5.      membrane, porous, permeate
  6.      D
  7.      tenure, irresolute, integral
  8.      E
  9.      B
10.      anomalous, dissipating
11.      C
12.      E
13.      A
14.      dogmatic, checking
15.      volatile, immutable, unfettered

Drill 6



Drill 6
  1.      C
  2.      B
  3.      oblivious, cognizant
  4.      iniquitous
  5.      A
  6.      proliferate, imminent
  7.      D
  8.      fallacious, denotation, distinct
  9.      tout, injudicious
10.      D
11.      erudite, paradigm, menial
12.      A
13.      prodigious, precariously, perilous
14.      nascent, unbedizened
15.      apocryphal, pusillanimous, ingenuous

Drill 7



Drill 7
  1.      A
  2.      B
  3.      E
  4.      advantage, rudimentary
  5.      C
  6.      C
  7.      schematic, panoramic, scrutinized
  8.      dependent on, repudiated, specious
  9.      D
10.      D
11.      D
12.      impugn, substantiated, castrating
13.      diurnal, gregarious, camaraderie
14.      haughtiness, sanction
15.      exegesis, parochial

EXPLANATIONS



EXPLANATIONS

Drill 1
  1.  E  If you notice the same direction trigger so too, you can recycle the clue personalities for the blank. None of initiations,

implementations, or rationalizations means personalities, so eliminate choices (A), (B), and (D). Although aptitudes means skills,
which pets can have, it does not directly relate to the clue in the sentence, personalities. So eliminate choice (C), and select choice (E).

  2.      initiative and strive
Lisa is frustrated by her husband’s lack of something, so that something must be good. Lassitude is the quality of being lazy or lacking
in energy, which is not a good quality. Eloquence, or being skilled in the use of language is a positive quality, but the lack of
eloquence would not likely be something that a wife would :nd frustrating. Initiative means ambition, a positive quality for a person
to have. To motivate a person who lacks initiative, one must encourage him to try to do things. To mitigate means to make a problem
better, which isn’t quite what you’re looking for. To invigorate means to give life to something, and there’s no indication in the
sentence that the husband is expected to give life to anything. To strive means to aim for; a person with a lack of initiative should try
to aim for things, so this word is a good fit for the blank.

  3.      remote and corroboration
The astronomers have discovered objects at the edges of the universe, so you need a word that is consistent with that clue. Paranormal
means beyond the scope of scienti:c understanding; it is usually used to describe supernatural things like aliens and ghosts. Viscous
means fluid or sticky, so that word is de:nitely not consistent with the blank. Remote means distant, which would describe objects at
the edges of the universe. The quasars have shown scientists something about the existence of stars, so blank (ii) must mean something
like proof. Distortion means changing, so that word is not consistent with the blank. Intuition is a feeling that something is true, but
not actual proof. Corroboration means proof, and so it is a good fit for blank (ii).

  4.  B  With the opposite direction trigger but in fact, you can recycle the opposite of the descriptive clue much less well-known, by filling
the blank with well-known. None of contingent, cogent, or insistent means well-known, so eliminate choices (C), (D), and (E).
Infamous means well-known, but in a negative way, so eliminate choice (A). Renowned means well-known, so select choice (B).

  5.      distinction between and interchangeably
For the :rst blank, the clues difference and has become unimportant require something like di?erence between. Similarity of and
usefulness of do not mean di?erence between; distinction between does. For the second blank, the opposite-direction trigger but and
the clue difference require something like similar. Statistically and differentially do not mean similar, but interchangeably does. Select
distinction between and interchangeably.

  6.  B  The clue is that Klemfuss created Secretaries’ Day, so he must have appreciated the value and significance of administrative assistants.
None of proscribed, refuted, undermined, or admonished means appreciated, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Although
touted does not—strictly speaking—mean appreciated, a person touts only something that is appreciated, so select choice (B).

  7.      anomalies, daunting, and authoritative
For the :rst blank, recycle the clue differences. Of the choices, only anomalies means differences. The second blank relates how these
di?erences a?ect the task of literary scholars, so a word like difficult or challenging would make sense. Of the choices, only daunting
makes sense. The third blank describes the type of texts that such differences would make so challenging, so a word that means
genuine or authentic would make sense. Of the choices, authoritative is the best fit.

  8.  C  The clue is the CD is similar to the painting, so you can fill the blank with something like reminds people of. None of obfuscates,
disenchants, or sanctions means reminds people of, so eliminate choices (B), (D), and (E). Although the designer of the CD may
admire the painting, the CD itself does not. Moreover, admires does not mean reminds people of. Evokes means reminds people of, so
eliminate choice (A) and select choice (C).

  9.  E  Despite the use of the word although, the structure of this sentence, including the colon, makes clear that you need a word that goes
in the same direction as the clue. Whether you look to known or the phrase after the colon (or both), the blank must mean something
like recognized. None of relegated, abrogated, annulled, or criticized means recognized, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (D).
Someone who is positively recognized for something would be apotheosized, so select choice (E).

10.  A  With the opposite-direction trigger though, and the clue that Dan wanted honest criticism, the blank can mean something like yes-
men. None of pedants, benefactors, adversaries, or mavericks means yes-men, so eliminate choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Sycophants
means yes-men, so select choice (A).

11.      despondency, elation, and euphoric
The third blank has the clearest clue, so start there: The trigger although indicates that you need a word to contrast disappointed, so
you need something like happy. Of the choices, only euphoric means happy. The third blank also provides part of the clue for the
:rst two blanks: They’ll describe a strange mix of emotions, and they’ll be parallel to disappointed and euphoric. Of the choices for
the first blank, only despondency matches disappointed; of the choices for the second blank, only elation matches euphoric.

12.      glut and belied



The sentence states that sequels and remakes are derivative, and thus the article would be decrying their existence. Eliminate dearth,
which means scarcity. Also eliminate quality as too neutral a word. Glut means overabundance and correctly reEects the clue word
flooding. Next, a large quantity of sequels decades ago would disprove the claim at the end of the sentence. Eliminate underscored
and predicted because neither one is supported. Belied means disproved, making glut and belied the final answers.

13.      pecuniary and panacea
For the :rst blank, the information regarding the type of resources that were expended are the clues :nancial albatross and
bankrupted. Thus, the :rst blank must mean something like financial. Assiduous and wholesome do not mean financial; pecuniary
does. For the second blank, you learn that the drug is supposed to be used to treat numerous physical and mental ailments. Thus, the
second blank must mean something like cure-all. Sinecure and mendicant do not mean cure-all, but panacea does. Thus, select
pecuniary and panacea.

14.  B  Recycle the clue that Sheila made what seemed like bitter complaints. None of to waffle, dissemble, or mince mean to make bitter
complaints, so eliminate choices (A), (C), and (E). You might have associated grieve with the word grievance, but it actually means to
mourn, so eliminate choice (D). To rail is to make bitter complaints, so select choice (B).

15.      timorous, precarious, and suspect
Because the stress tests are supposed to reassure the investors, the :rst blank must describe someone in need of reassurance, so
something like scared or nervous would make sense; timorous is the best match. The second blank describes :nancial institutions that
are distinguished from reliable ones, so the word for that blank should contrast with reliable. Of the choices, precarious o?ers the best
contrast. Finally, the results are reported with a lack of candor, so the test results should be dishonest or unreliable. Suspect is the best
choice.

Drill 2



Drill 2
  1.  A  Recycle the clue bickering. None of laudations, affectations, procrastinations, or humor mean bickering, so eliminate choices (B), (C),

(D), and (E). To squabble means to bicker, so select choice (A).

  2.  D  The clues that the Mayor was involved in a long trial and as a result suffered failing health require that the blank mean something
like sick. None of distraught, exonerated, inspired, or vindicated mean sick, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Debilitated
means sick, so select choice (D).

  3.      chronically and agile
The sentence starts with the trigger word Despite to set up a contrast between the two parts of the sentence. Since the :rst part
describes her poor physical condition and the second her surprisingly positive state, the :rst blank has to describe her arthritis in a
negative way. Mildly and sympathetically would not present the arthritis negatively, so the best answer is chronically. Similarly, the
clue to the second blank is pleasant and it implies that the dog is positively described. Enervated means lacking energy, and acute
could means perceptive, which also does not make sense here. Thus the best answers are chronically and agile.

  4.  D  The clue that the goal is to prevent breaking the shell requires that the blank mean something like strong. None of tenuous, pristine,
permeable, or obtuse mean strong, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Resilient means strong, so select choice (D).

  5.      belligerent, corporeal, and epithets
Start with the third blank: You need something that can be yelled, and can’t be stopped with handcu?s, so a word like insults would
make sense in the blank. Of the choices, only epithets means insults. The second blank should contrast with the third blank, and
describe the type of violence that can be stopped with handcu?s. Hence, you need a word like physical; of the choices, corporeal is
the best :t. Finally, the :rst blank should mean something like fighting, since you know the two men are handcuffed and have been
engaging in physical violence. Belligerent is the best choice.

  6.      bucolic and cultural
The sentence starts with the trigger word Though, signaling that the two parts of the sentence will be di?erent. Since you know the
town is scenically beautiful, the second blank means something else besides its appearance. Eliminate attractive, and eliminate
picaresque because there is no clue that the town refers to an adventure story. Cultural makes the most sense for the meaning of the
second blank. The :rst blank describes the scenically beautiful town, and must mean something similar to attractive country as a
contrast to the city. Eliminate sprawling and desolate, neither of which are suggested by the clues. Bucolic, which means pertaining to
country pleasantness, is the strongest fit. The best answers are bucolic and cultural.

  7.  C  Recycle the clue dominion. None of heterodoxy, methodology, impotence, or timorousness means dominion, so eliminate choices (A),
(B), (D), and (E). Hegemony means dominion, so select choice (C).

  8.      glib, exacerbating, and parlous
The clues for the :rst blank indicate that the chairman’s comments made the people even angrier; you can eliminate compassionate
and solicitous, because people would not be angered by kind or helpful comments. Glib is the best choice. For the second blank, you
need something like making worse, because you know that the people are even angrier; exacerbating is the best :t. The third blank
describes the situation that was made worse, so it must have already been bad. Of the choices, only parlous, which means perilous, is
sufficiently negative.

  9.      expatiate, petty, and impending
The clue to the last blank is next month, so the missing word must mean coming or about to happen. Impending is the best match,
and neither of the two other choices is supported. For the first blank, the clue is that the memoir allows distinguished figures to tell us
about experiences and wisdom learned, so the missing word must mean write about. Extemporize means to improvise, which is
incorrect because Grant wrote an actual account, and exagitate is incorrect because there is no suggestion of his stirring up or
censuring. Expatiate, which means to write about in detail, is the best :t. For the second blank, note the contrast between the
signi:cant works of distinguished :gures and the experience of a Ey-by-night internet celebrity. The missing word will mean
insignificant. Apocryphal is incorrect because the writings are not necessarily fictional, and eccentric is incorrect because there’s no
context to support the experiences being unusual. That leaves petty, which fits the context of the sentence.

10.      esteem and accolades
For the :rst blank, the opposite-direction triggers although and not cancel each other out, so you can recycle the clue honored.
Neither decorum nor ennui means honor, but esteem does. For the second blank, the semicolon trigger indicates than an explanation
will be given about how Father’s Day became an honored tradition. Ask yourself what was required from prominent figures before
Americans embraced the holiday. The second blank must mean something like praise. Neither opprobrium nor hyperbole means
praise, but accolades means praise. Thus, select esteem and accolades.

11.      inerrancy and doctrine
For the :rst blank, the clue is that the conservatives’ belief deals with the Scripture never being wrong, suggesting the missing word
means perfection or infallibility. Fallacy is the opposite of what you need, and interpretation also does not mean infallibility. That
makes inerrancy the best answer for the :rst blank. For the second blank, the trigger word However signals a di?erent interpretation
of the same belief, the meaning of the missing word. Erudition, or scholarly knowledge, can be eliminated, and centurion is irrelevant



of the same belief, the meaning of the missing word. Erudition, or scholarly knowledge, can be eliminated, and centurion is irrelevant
to the clues and blank. The right answer is doctrine, which means belief.

12.      bellicose, diatribes, and magnanimous
First, :nd the story. Here is the funeral of a mean, judgmental man. The speaker respectfully :nds nice things to say about him. For
the :rst blank, look for things that go with arrogant and bitterly critical. Only bellicose, meaning aggressive and hostile, is suHciently
negative. The second blank describes the actions of the guy, so we need something along the same lines. Although eulogies belong at
funerals, we need something bad. Diatribes work. The last sentence changes the direction by starting with nevertheless so we need
something positive. Only magnanimous is positive.

13.      pilloried and deride
Start with the :rst blank because it is easier. The clue disruptive child tells you the mother probably punished the child. Touted
would provide you with a sentence that was opposite in meaning and calumniated has a similar negative connotation, but it would
not be appropriate. The second blank’s clue mock can be recycled for the blank. Laud is opposite of mock, and renege simply doesn’t
make sense. Select pilloried and deride.

14.  E  The same direction trigger provided by the colon and indeed, and the clue that some people have never even seen a live chicken or
cow requires that the blank mean something like absence. None of pith, dross, surfeit, or dirge mean absence, so eliminate choices
(A), (B), (C), and (D). Dearth does mean absence, so select choice (E).

15.  B  The same direction trigger as and the clues hoax and feigned require that the blank mean something like tricked. None of
reconnoitered, lambasted, vitiated, or derided mean tricked, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Hoodwinked does mean
tricked, so select choice (B).

Drill 3



Drill 3
  1.  D  The same-direction semi-colon and the clues that an aloe plant is an excellent choice for someone who lacks time for frequent

watering or careful maintenance requires that the blank mean something like thrive. None of facilitate, ingest, consume, or advance
means thrive, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Flourish means thrive, so select choice (D).

  2.      silences and falsely
The word in the first blank gives a false impression about Howard’s underlying gregariousness, so you need something that suggests he
isn’t sociable; hence, silences is the best choice. Since Howard is, underneath it all, gregarious, new acquaintances who think him
churlish are incorrect, so falsely is the best fit.

  3.  C  Recycle the clue peaceful pasture for the blank. None of halcyon, perennial, eclectic, or quiescent mean relating to a peaceful pasture,
so eliminate choices (A), (B), (D), and (E). Bucolic does mean relating to a peaceful pasture, so select choice (C).

  4.      tact and denigrating
The :rst blank refers to what Jill doesn’t have, so you need a word that means politeness. Of the choices, only tact :ts. The second
blank refers to what Jill does without meaning to, so you need a word that means insulting. Of the choices, only denigrating means
insulting.

  5.  E  The same-direction trigger and as well as the clue nothing but contempt requires that the blank mean something like disrespectfully.
None of didactically, affably, jocularly, or morosely means disrespectfully, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (D). Disdainfully
does mean disrespectfully, so select choice (E).

  6.      precluded and pragmatic
The council member’s strategy made her opponent’s attacks impossible or useless, so you need a word for the :rst blank that means
something like made impossible. Of the choices, only precluded makes sense. The second blank is a description of the strategy in
opposition to a less e?ective one, so a word like effective or useful would make sense. Of the choices, only pragmatic, which means
practical, fits.

  7.  B  Lindsay is described as hesitant and unsure, and is weighing the conflicting motivations of health and convenience, so you need a
word that means something like hesitated or was unsure. Of the choices, only vacillated makes sense. Be careful of choice (C): To
support equivocated, you would have to know that Lindsay had already spoken to guests about the issue.

  8.      umbrage and dross
Start with the second blank. You know from the second part of the sentence that slush piles are unsolicited, soon-to-be-rejected
manuscripts, so the missing word is probably something like unwanted material. Of the choices, only dross is suHciently negative. For
the :rst blank, since the agent is arguing that several major authors were discovered in the pile, he must not like the idea of the slush
pile being called dross. The missing word, then, must mean something like offense. Of the choices, only umbrage means offense.

  9.      deride, heretical, and separate
For the :rst blank, the opposite-direction trigger while and the contrast between the clues modernist and traditional require that the
blank mean something like criticize. Venerate and celebrate do not mean criticize, but deride does. For the second blank, the clue
traditional as well as the completed first blank require that the second blank mean something like radical. Dogmatic and axiomatic do
not mean radical, but heretical does. For the third blank, the opposite direction trigger while and the clue inherently related require
that the blank mean something like distinct. Logical and intertwined do not mean distinct, but separate does. Thus, select deride,
heretical, and separate.

10.  D  To describe the voice of the novel, recycle any of the clues unaffected, common, or everyday. Of the choices, only quotidian makes
sense.

11.      apolitical, free from, and subjectivity
This is a tricky passage. It talks about the controversies that surround history. It seems that even old history can still get people riled
up and there are bound to be opposing views. As always, pay attention to trigger words. The second sentence says, and yet there are
lots of di?erent views. This is a change in direction, so one would think there would only be one view. So the second blank should
say something like past or over. Free from works the best. Since everything is being argued, we need something negative or
argumentative for the last blank. That knocks out mellifluousness and objectivity. The :rst blank speculates on whether or not
historical arguments are ever over. Apolitical is the best stand-in for the end of arguments over history.

12.      execrable, an error to neglect, and mitigate the effects
The :rst blank describes the state of the city’s public schools; since the author is seeking remedies, something like bad would make
sense in the blank. Of the choices, only execrable means bad. The second sentence lists elements that will play a vital role in the
remedy, but the trigger while suggests more needs to be done; of the choices for the second blank, only an error to ignore allows this
meaning. The :nal sentence is an example to reinforce this idea, and the blank describes what talented teachers would do to negative
factors; of the choices, only mitigate the effects makes sense.

13.      squandered and impugned



For the :rst blank, the clues that Garlin has a diminutive attention span and uncompleted projects require a word that means
something like wasted. Evinced and burnished do not mean wasted, but squandered does. For the second blank, the opposite-direction
trigger while and the clue venerating require a strong word such as scorned. Parried and defalcated do not mean scorned, but
impugned does. Thus, select squandered and impugned.

14.  D  The clues origins and the entire phrase following the comma requires that the blank mean something like uncertain. None of esoteric,
ephemeral, apposite, or ubiquitous means uncertain, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Nebulous means mysterious which is
close enough to unknown, so select choice (D).

15.  A  The clue made concentrating difficult requires that the blank mean something like noisy. None of quiescent, rapacious, enervated, or
antagonistic means noisy, so eliminate choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Obstreperous means noisy, so select choice (A).

Drill 4



Drill 4
  1.  B  The same-direction semi-colon trigger and the clue bought tickets for all the show require that the blank mean something like loved.

None of abhorred, owned, loathed, or managed means loved, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Cherished means loved, so
select choice (B).

  2.      clandestine and obsolete
The clue for the first blank is that the language was created so the criminals could communicate without the authorities knowing what
was going on. Thus, the missing word must mean something like secret. Of the choices, only clandestine :ts. The clue for the second
blank is that the language was widely used by criminals :ve hundred years ago, but the trigger although means you need a word that
means the opposite of widely used. Of the choices, only obsolete makes sense.

  3.  A  Even if you do not know the words philately and numismatist, the clue is new hobby, with yet additional information provided by
the opposite-direction time trigger had already become and associated clue expert. Therefore, the blank must mean something like
amateur. None of philanderer, mentor, specialist, or eccentric means amateur, so eliminate choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Dilettante
means amateur, so select choice (A).

  4.      external and minutiae
Start with the second blank, which refers to little things inside the structures: Eower pots, sink :xtures, and working windows. The
word in the blank, then, must mean something like details. Of the choices, only minutiae makes sense. Now work the :rst blank: The
trigger while suggests you need a word that means the opposite of internal minutiae. Of the choices, external is the best :t. While
august might be tempting, it’s too strong for the context: While the structures are important, there isn’t any indication that they’re
inspiring reverence.

  5.  D  The same-direction semi-colon trigger and the clues arduous combat, two battles in two days and subsequent defeat require that the
blank mean something like exhaustion. None of bellicosity, pugnacity, pacification, or aggravation means exhaustion, so eliminate
choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Enervation means weakening, so select choice (D).

  6.      complications, tarnish, and assuage
For the :rst blank, you need a word that explains what happened during production. Audrey Hepburn almost refused the part and
the director had to make several compromises, so a word like problems would make sense. Of the choices, only complications :ts.
The second blank describes what Hepburn feared would happen to her image; if she nearly turned down the part because her image
was pristine, she didn’t want to hurt her image. Of the choices, only tarnish can mean hurt. The last blank describes why the director
made compromises for the censors: to make them happy. Of the choices, only assuage makes sense.

  7.      zenith, feckless, and temporal
The :rst blank refers to state of papal power under Innocent; since his immense personal prestige cowed even kings, a word that
means something like high point or greatest period would make sense in the blank. Of the choices, only zenith works. The second
blank refers to John of England. Both the trigger from … to and the epithets given to John indicate that you need a word that
contrasts with powerful. Of the answer choices, only feckless, which means ineffective, :ts. The third blank needs to contrast with
spiritual: Don’t be fooled by the word and, which is part of the change direction trigger tension between … and. Temporal is the only
choice that makes sense.

  8.  C  The clue ironically indicates that the blank needs to mean the opposite of exceeded the average in education, intellect, and
experience, so your answer could be anything that suggests uneducated, unintelligent, or inexperienced. Of the choices, only
mediocrity makes sense.

  9.      profiteering and salutary
The sentence talks about books that make money from publishing other people’s disasters. This is often what profiteering means. For
the second blank, the clue helping us to appreciate the humanity of people requires a word meaning something like helpful. Specious
and sedulous do not mean helpful, but salutary does. Thus, select profiteering and salutary.

10.  B  The opposite-direction trigger while and the opposite-direction time trigger after the incident, along with the clue answered him
truthfully require that the second blank mean something like mislead. None of vituperate, illuminate, covet, or desiccate mean
mislead, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Obfuscate does mean mislead, so select choice (B).

11.  A  The words unpopular and preferred act as opposite-direction triggers. The clues roundabout and loquaciousness require that the
blank mean something like briefness. None of enlargement, garrulousness, gregariousness, or perspicacity means brevity, so eliminate
choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Succinctness does mean brevity, so select choice (A).

12.      extemporaneous and germane
The students will have only a few minutes to prepare, so you need a word for the :rst blank that means improvised. Spurious means
inauthentic, and can be eliminated. Contentious means tending to argue and does not address the lack of time to prepare, so eliminate
this choice. Extemporaneous means with little or no preparation and is the best fit and correct answer. For the second blank, you need
a word that means e?ectively on topic because their remarks have to be e?ective though they might know very little about the topic.
Sanctimonious means showing moral superiority and seditious means inciting a rebellion, so eliminate these choices. Germane means
relevant, and is the best fit for the second blank.



13.  B  The opposite-direction trigger although and the clue tenuous display of solidarity indicate that the remainder of the sentence will
explain that the solidarity is not heartfelt. Thus, the clue incensed requires that the blank mean something like anger. None of
camaraderie, adulation, facetiousness, or hubris means anger, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Rancor does mean anger, so
select choice (B).

14.      alacrity, chicanery, and ardent
The second-string quarterback doesn’t seem to have played much, but is well known o? the :eld for something infamous or deceitful.
For the second blank, chicanery :ts the bill nicely. For the :rst blank, we know he turned the tide of the game and did it in a manner
that surprised everyone. Alacrity will work for this blank since we are told that his impact was immediate. And for the third blank,
winning a decisive game is likely to win him some passionate fans, so ardent works well.

15.      effusive and apposite
For the :rst blank, you need a word that means expressing praise, since the journalist is giving praise at the end of the sentence.
Effusive means unrestrained in expressing praise; this is the best :t and correct answer. Tentative means holding back and is not a
match, and bombastic means pompous and is also incorrect. Since the crime rate has dropped, you need a word that means
appropriate for the second blank. Specious means seeming true but actually false; eliminate this choice. Presumptuous means based
on assumption, and is incorrect given the proven drop in crime rate. Apposite means appropriate; this :ts the context of the blank
and is the correct answer.

Drill 5



Drill 5
  1.      disappointing, garner, and nigh

Rich has a deadline approaching and needs some more time. The storm would have given him a good excuse, but it seems to have
changed direction. Its shift, therefore, must have been dis-appointing to him. He planned to use the excuse to buy himself some more
time, so garner works in the second blank. The third blank describes the deadline, which is approaching, so nigh works well.

  2.  B  The clues stirring words and not enough require that the blank mean something like eloquent. None of deceptive, lengthy, crafty, or
impromptu means eloquent, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E), and select choice (B).

  3.      prestige and reaped
The two parts of the sentence need to refer to the same topic, so recycle the clue respect for the :rst blank. Of the choices, only
prestige means respect. For the second blank, the clue decline and the trigger in contrast to indicate that you need a word that means
something like increased. Of the choices, only reaped makes sense.

  4.  E  The clue odious reminder requires that the blank mean rejected. None of placated, extolled, circumscribed, or tempered mean
rejected, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (D). Repudiated does mean rejected, so select choice (E).

  5.      membrane, porous, and permeate
For the :rst blank, you need a word for the tissue right on the inside of an eggshell. Yolk is the central part of the egg, so eliminate
this choice. Albumen is the egg white, but this does not line the eggshell; eliminate this choice. Membrane is the word meaning the
tissue that separates parts of an organism, and is the best :t. For the second blank, you need a word that states the membrane lets
things get through. Impermeable means blocks from passage, the opposite of what you need. Flexible does not mean allowing to pass
through, so eliminate this choice. Porous is the best choice. For the third blank, you need a word that means enter, and the correct
choice, permeate, means exactly that. Addle means to confuse and infect means to cause to become ill, and neither choice :ts the
context of the third blank.

  6.  D  The same-direction trigger too and the clue emotional coddling (and the opposite-direction trigger forgetting and its clue competitive
environments) require that the blank mean something like leniently. None of aggressively, quixotically, fortuitously, or belligerently
mean leniently, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Indulgently does mean leniently, so select choice (D).

  7.      tenure, irresolute, and integral
The second blank has the strongest clue, so start there. The people who sit for only a few moments are contrasted with the bold who
sit for several hours, so you need a word that means not bold. Of the choices, only irresolute :ts. Now go to the :rst blank: If some
are described as sitting only brieEy, and others for longer periods, then something that means period of time would make sense. Of
the choices, only tenure can mean period of time. The third blank refers to the role the visitors play; since the visitors themselves are
half of the performance, you might use a word like necessary to describe what kind of components they are. Integral is another word
for necessary, so it’s the best fit.

  8.  E  The clues repulsed by and calculated flattery require that the blank means something like flattering. None of natty, profligate,
rapacious, nor sententious means flattering, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (D). Obsequious means flattering, so select choice
(E).

  9.  B  The same-direction trigger colon and the clues tortuous and confound require that the blank mean something like complex. None of
banal, elegiac, mundane, or panegyric means complex, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Recondite does mean complex, so
select choice (B).

10.      anomalous and dissipating
For the :rst blank, the clue is the contrast established between Bavaria and the rest of Europe. Thus, the blank must mean something
like weird. Felicitous and querulous do not mean weird, but anomalous does. For the second blank, the opposite-direction trigger
while, and the clue gained steam require a word meaning something like diminishing. Weltering and forswearing do not mean
diminishing, but dissipating does. Thus, select anomalous and dissipating.

11.  C  The clues lacking radio and satellite, significant challenges, and changes on the battlefield require that the blank mean something like
information about. None of fortification, adulteration, accretion, or adumbration of means information, so eliminate choices (A), (B),
(D), and (E). Appraisal means review or evaluation, so choice (C) is the best answer.

12.  E  The trigger while indicates that the two parts of the sentence will disagree, and the opposition is expressed by loses and increases.
Thus, the blank needs to mean effectiveness of a persuasive message. Of the choices, only cogency conveys this sense of a convincingly
logical message.

13.  A  The clue ouster requires that the blank mean something like resignation. None of vacillation, castigation, asceticism, or misanthropy
means resignation, so eliminate choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Abnegation means resignation of the throne, so select choice (A).

14.      dogmatic and checking
The :rst blank describes the thinking of scientists who refused to consider a process they can’t explain, so a word like rigid or limited
would make sense. Of the choices, only dogmatic matches the meaning you need. The second blank describes the result of such



would make sense. Of the choices, only dogmatic matches the meaning you need. The second blank describes the result of such
limited thinking on the advancement of science, so you need a word that means something like slowing or stopping. Of the choices,
only checking fits the context.

15.      volatile, immutable, and unfettered
The third blank must be consistent with the clue free expression. Circumscribed means restricted and would disagree with free
expression. Jingoistic means extremely nationalistic and has a negative connotation. Unfettered means without restriction, making it
the best choice for the third blank. If America will always have a particular characteristic, then that characteristic must be always true.
Egregious means extremely bad, and autonomous means self-governing, so neither of those words is a good :t for the blank.
Immutable means unchanging and is your best choice. The trigger even in tells you that the :rst blank must go in a di?erent direction
from the second blank, and that you need a word that indicates changing. Arcadian means peacefully rustic, and idiosyncratic means
strange; neither of these words means changing and both choices can be eliminated. Volatile means prone to change, and is a good
contrast to immutable.

Drill 6



Drill 6
  1.  C  Recycle the clue remaining calm. None of impracticality, cynicism, zeal, or malevolence means remaining calm, so eliminate choices

(A), (B), (D), and (E). Equanimity means remaining calm, so select choice (C).

  2.  B  The clue that Seth did not enjoy activities that required effort to meet new people requires that the blank mean something like shy.
None of extroverted, gregarious, lackluster, or jaded mean shy, so eliminate choices (A), (C), (D), and (E). Introverted means shy, so
select choice (B).

  3.      oblivious and cognizant
If Denise looks distant, it appears that she is unaware of her surroundings. Truant means absent, which makes no sense in this text,
and fetching means attractive, which is also irrelevant. Her distant look makes her appear oblivious, or unaware. The word actually
signals that the second blank must go in a di?erent direction from the :rst, and must mean something such as aware. Sedulous means
hardworking, which has nothing to do with being aware. Insensible means unaware, and is the opposite of what you’re looking for.
Cognizant means aware, and is the best fit for the second blank.

  4.      iniquitous
The same-direction trigger because and the clue sin indicate that the blank means sinful. Of the choices, only iniquitous means sinful
and is the best answer.

  5.  A  The clue ridiculed, as well as the idea of eating snacks while working out, requires that the blank mean something like foolish. None
of pithy, indolent, precarious, or hackneyed means foolish, so eliminate choices (B), (C), (D), and (E). Fatuous means foolish, so select
choice (A).

  6.      proliferate and imminent
The clue the economy turned around and the trigger word and dictate that the blank, which refers to what happened to jobs, must
mean something like increase or become more common. Of the choices, only proliferate makes sense. Be careful with aggrandize—it
means to make something greater, not to become more numerous. To agree with the clue the good news would be quite transient, the
second blank has to mean something like about to happen. Of the choices, only imminent fits.

  7.  D  You are told the subject is new and doesn’t yet feel comfortable. For the blank, you need something to support the notion that she is
new. Tyro means a beginner, so it fits nicely.

  8.      fallacious, denotation, and distinct
Veeder thinks something about synonyms, words that mean the same thing. Meaning for him seems to depend upon context and
connotation as much as an actual dictionary de:nition, which would make the notion of synonyms diHcult since there would always
be external circumstances to consider. Therefore, we need something negative for the :rst blank at least. That knocks out veracious.
Maladaptive doesn’t make sense since nothing is adapting, s o fallacious must work. For the second blank we need things that
contribute to the meanings of words. Only denotation works. And for the last blank, we need something that says that even synonyms
are different. Distinct fits the bill.

  9.      tout and injudicious
A politician emphasizes his virtues, and so the :rst blank must mean emphasize. To enfeeble is to weaken, the opposite of what you
need. To democratize is to make democratic, and doesn’t mean emphasize. To tout is to emphasize the positive nature of something,
and is consistent with the context of the :rst blank. The clue after the colon refers to a negative consequence of the politicians’
actions, so the second blank must be a negative word. Apt means smart and is a positive word you can eliminate. Injudicious and
jejune are both negative words. Injudicious means unwise and ostentatious means pretentiously showy. Injudicious is a better :t for
the blank: The problem with the politicians emphasizing their own virtues is that it is ineffective and ill-advised.

10.  D  The opposite-direction trigger while and the clue might require that the blank mean something like inevitable. None of desultory,
endemic, salient, or seminal means inevitable, so eliminate choices (A), (B), (C), and (E). Ineluctable means inevitable, so select choice
(D).

11.      erudite, paradigm, and menial
The :rst and third blanks have the clearest clues, so start with them. For the :rst blank, recycle the clue well-educated; of the choices,
only erudite makes sense. For the third blank, recycle the clue mundane; of the choices, only menial :ts. The second blank describes
Dorothea, and if her marriage into a life of mundane and menial needs causes debate among Eliot scholars, then Dorothea must have
been an example of a well-educated, erudite woman. Of the choices, only paradigm means example.

12.  A  Here is a guy who no one in the establishment takes seriously and yet has an exuberant following. His opinions must not match with
the mainstream. Iconoclastic is the best fit.

13.      prodigious, precariously, and perilous
The clues are the same for the second and third blanks, so start there. The new bridge was an improvement in highway safety, so the
old bridge must have been a danger; of the choices, only precariously makes sense in the second blank, and only perilous makes sense
in the third. The :rst blank describes the improvement; the old bride had been narrow, and the new one was relatively expansive, so



in the third. The :rst blank describes the improvement; the old bride had been narrow, and the new one was relatively expansive, so
a word that means big would make sense. Of the choices, only prodigious means big.

14.      nascent and unbedizened
The trigger word unlike and the clue drawn with rich detail require that the second blank means lacking detail. Dynamic and fractious
do not mean lacking detail, and can be eliminated. Unbedizened means unadorned and is a good :t for this blank. For the :rst blank,
the clue years before the novel was complete and the information later on indicate that the :rst blank means incomplete. Parochial
means narrow-minded and fallow means inactive, so both can be eliminated. Nascent means coming into existence and is the best
choice for the first blank.

15.      apocryphal, pusillanimous, and ingenuous
Each blank is associated with the opposite direction trigger or. For the :rst blank, the clue veritable requires a word that means
untrue. Of the choices, only apocryphal makes sense. For the second blank, the clue mettle requires a word that means cowardly. Of
the choices, pusillanimous is the best :t. For the third blank, the clue guile requires a word meaning something such as guileless. Of
the choices, only ingenuous means guileless.

Drill 7



Drill 7
  1.  A  The missing word refers to a project—in this case a screenwriter’s story—which consists of little more than a few basic plot points.

Therefore, the missing word might mean something like incomplete, so you can immediately eliminate choice (B). There is not
enough information to suggest that the story is convoluted, prosaic, or tortuous, so eliminate choices (C), (D), and (E). Undeveloped
means incomplete, so choice (A) is the best answer.

  2.  B  The blank describes the weather in San Francisco. Thanks to the trigger, we know it is not hot and sunny. We also know that it comes
from opposing weather systems. We need something that is both bad and refers to opposition. Adverse works perfectly.

  3.  E  From the clues in this sentence, you know that Singapore’s independence was newly-granted and that industrialization and foreign
investment had not yet taken root. You need a word that means something like unstable or weak for the blank. Choices (A), (B), and
(C) all go in the opposite direction of what you’re looking for, so eliminate them. Fortuitous doesn’t fit in the context of your clues,
making dubious the best answer.

  4.      advantage and rudimentary
The clue to the second blank, sophisticated weaponry that could easily overpower, suggests a word that means less sophisticated.
Intricate and perilous do not pertain to being less sophisticated and can be eliminated, leaving rudimentary as the correct answer. The
northern nations could easily overpower the southern nations, and so they had an upper hand. Advantage is the only choice that
means upper hand and is correct.

  5.  C  While the legislators claimed the Contagious Diseases Acts strengthened the nation, the change- direction trigger even though shows
that the social purists disagreed. You want a word similar to harm or weaken for the blank. Hampered is similar to harm and
provides you with an equivalent sentence; advanced and enhanced go in the opposite direction, so eliminate choices (A) and (E).
Ameliorated and supplanted don’t make sense in the context of the sentence, so eliminate choices (B) and (D) and select choice (C).

  6.  C  The hall’s design was likely plain or functional, given the clue minimalist influences. Choices (A), (B), and (E) are easy eliminations,
as they are clearly opposite in meaning. You can eliminate choice (D) if you know that refulgent is the opposite of plain. Unadorned
is the best match.

  7.      schematic, panoramic, and scrutinized
Recycle the phrase conceptual model for the :rst blank. Of the choices, schematic is the best :t; both epitome and quintessence can
mean model, but in the sense of a perfect example of something. The second blank describes the view, which allows the guard to
observe all, so you need something that means showing everything; of the choices, only panoramic, which means o?ering a wide
view, makes sense. The third blank describes what’s being done to the prisoners, so recycle the clue observed. Of the choices, only
scrutinized means observed.

  8.      dependent on, repudiated, and specious
Start with the last blank because it is the easiest. The clue tells you that the plainti?’s case disintegrated. Therefore, the claims must
have been shown to be false. Facetious, though somewhat negative, does not mean false but does not go far enough. Unerring goes in
the opposite direction. Specious is the best match. The :rst blank is the easiest one to attempt next. The case fell apart when
something happened to the witnesses’ credentials, so a good phrase for the :rst blank—which described the role of the witnesses in
the plainti?’s case—is “based on.” Dependent on is the only match. If the plainti?’s claims were based on the witnesses, and the case
fell apart, logically the witnesses must have been discredited somehow. A good word for the second blank—which describes what the
court decided about the witnesses’ credentials—is denied. Vindicated goes in the opposite direction. Repudiated is the best match.

  9.  D  The sentence states that increases in technology have led to increases in speed and power. The blank, therefore, requires something
along the lines of similar or proportional. Only commensurate fits. The answer is choice (D).

10.  D  Look for the clue in the strong adjective electrifying. The song must pump up the pitchers’ fans. Eviscerates and enervates are the
opposite of what you want, so eliminate choices (A) and (B). Pervades is unrelated to the clue, and assuages sounds like a possibility,
but has nothing to do with excitement; eliminate choices (C) and (E). You’re left with choice (D), innervates, which means to pump
up.

11.  D  The blank refers to Emmet Ray’s paradoxical character. The trigger while follows the clue, indicating that his sophisticated musical
artistry is contrary to some other aspect of his personality. Look for a word that means unsophisticated, and use POE to eliminate
choices (B) and (E). Petulant and audacious have appropriately negative meanings, but are unrelated to sophistication in the context
of artistry. Maladroit means clumsy, so choice (D) is the best match.

12.      impugn, substantiated, and castrating
The :rst blank refers to the intention of the editorial, which suggested a preferable alternative to the current administration; a good
word to describe the editorial’s intention toward the incumbents might be a word such as attack or undermine. Of the choices, only
impugn means attack. The second blank refers to claims made against the group that the editorial was trying to support; the actions
were inadvertent, so a good word for the blank might be something like supported or proved. Of the choices, the only word that
makes sense is substantiated. Since the editorial ended up damaging the interests of the preferable alternative, a good word for the
third blank might be something like stopping. Castrating matches this meaning.

13.      diurnal, gregarious, and camaraderie



The clue for the :rst blank is most of their activities during the day, and so that blank must describe such a pattern. Quotidian means
common and circadian patterns occur once per day, but not speci:cally during the daytime. Diurnal is the best :t because it means
during the daytime. The second blank needs to be consistent with the clue desire for company. Collaborative means enjoys working
with others but not a desire for company, but a gregarious creature is quite social and seeks out company. Egregious means extremely
bad, and does not match. The third blank must also describe something like company. Litheness means grace and Eexibility and
fatuity means idiotic, and neither one truly refers to having company. Camaraderie means trusting friendship, which is the most like
company and makes it the best answer.

14.      haughtiness and sanction
The :rst part of the sentence states that mathematicians should not be dismissive of theorems that seem beneath them. Someone who
does this would be snobbish, so the :rst blank must mean something like snobbishness. Puerility means immaturity and substantiation
means proof, so neither of those is a match, while haughtiness does mean snobbishness. If the advanced degrees are not a license, that
means that they do not give someone permission to do something bad such as have arrogance or egotism. The second blank must
mean something like permit. To dispel is to push away, which is almost the opposite of what you need here. To cultivate means to
foster, which is not the same as permit. Sanction is the best answer because one of its standard definitions is give permission.

15.      exegesis and parochial
Bettelheim has produced something that is thorough and well-researched concerning “Hansel and Gretel.” The :rst blank must then
mean scholarly study. An incantation is a magical spell and relish could mean enjoyment, but neither word pertains to being
scholarly. An exegesis is a critical explanation, or scholarly study, and is correct. Bettelheim’s focus i s severely constricted by his
narrow worldview, so it must be narrow. Sweeping can mean vast, the opposite of what you need. A jaundiced focus is one that is
affected by envy or bitterness, and there is no support for this idea in the clues. Parochial means provincial or narrow-minded, making
it a solid fit for the second blank.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading Comp vs. Text Completions and Sentence Equivalence
On any CAT test there are always trade-o$s between speed and accuracy. Nowhere is this truer than Reading Comprehension. Reading
Comprehension is an open-book test. In theory, with unlimited time, you should never get an RC question wrong. The (rst step to improving
performance on Reading Comprehension questions, therefore, is to (nd that time. By improving your speed and e+ciency with Text
Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions, you leave yourself more time to spend on Reading Comprehension. When you become a
master of the other two question types, you free yourself up to relax and take your time on RC where time equals points.

Question Types
There are three types of questions you might see with Reading Comprehension:

1. Multiple Choice
2. Select All That Apply
3. Select In Passage

Multiple Choice
These are the standard, (ve choice, multiple-choice questions we have been doing. There is only one correct answer choice and four wrong
ones.

Select All That Apply
These are a variation of the old roman numeral questions. Remember the ones that gave you three statements marked I, II, and III, and the
answer choices that said, “I only,” “I and II only,” “I, II, and III”? These are the same, but without the answer choices. They will give you
three statements, with a box next to each. You have to select all that apply. The process is the same. Find lead words and look for proof.

Select In Passage
In this case, ETS will ask you to select a sentence in the passage that makes a particular point, raises a question, provides proof, or some
other function. These questions will appear primarily on short passages. If one appears on a longer passage, they will limit the scope to a
particular paragraph. Again, the same rules apply. Pick a lead word. Put the question in your own words, and use Process of Elimination. To
answer one of these, you will literally click on a particular sentence in the passage or paragraph.

How Much to Read
Reading Comprehension is the most time-intensive portion of the Verbal test. Deciding how much time to allocate to the passage is another
way to pick up valuable time without sacri(cing accuracy. The amount of time you devote will depend upon four primary factors. They are
Difficulty Level, Length, Skill Set, and Number of Questions.

RULES TO LIVE BY: You can always read more IF you have to, but you never want to read more THAN you have to.

Difficulty Level
Always, you want to take the easy test (rst. There is an enormous range in the di+culty level of the di$erent passages you will see. There is
no law that says that you have to do the questions in the order in which they are given. If you come across a particularly impenetrable
question—and you’ll know pretty quickly if you do—just skip it and leave it for the end.

Length
Passages on the GRE come in two lengths: those that (t on a screen and those that force you to scroll. Scrolling is a nuisance. If the passage is
so short that it fits on one screen, you might as well just read it. You’ll probably end up reading the whole thing anyway.

Skill Set
Some people can skim, some cannot. Which are you? Can you skim quickly and still pick up the main idea of a passage? Or, when you skim
do you either miss the main idea or get sucked into the details? If you are inclined to get sucked in, you will get sucked in, and you shouldn’t
try to skim at all. Use 2-1-1-F instead. If you are not sure, try a couple of test passages out of the Practicing to Take the GRE General Test,



try to skim at all. Use 2-1-1-F instead. If you are not sure, try a couple of test passages out of the Practicing to Take the GRE General Test,
10th Edition and find out.

Number of Questions
The test will tell you how many questions are associated with a particular passage. If the next two or three questions are based upon the
same passage, it’s worth your time to read more of it.

(Click here to view a larger image.)

Strategy
You can always read more if you need to, but you don’t ever want to read more than you have to in order to answer a particular question. If
you see a short passage with two questions in the (rst ten, you should read the whole thing. If you see a long passage with one question in
the last few minutes, and you have more questions to get to, just bubble in and move on. For anything else, you will need a moderated
approach. A great place to start is 2-1-1-F. This means that you read the (rst sentence of the passage, the (rst sentence of each additional
paragraph, and the last sentence of the passage. This should be sufficient to get the GIST of the passage. Remember, if you need to read more,
you always can.

Basic Question Approach
If you get a Reading Comprehension question wrong, it is for one of the three reasons. Either you misread something in the passage, misread
the question, or misread one of the answer choices. The basic approach is designed to give some rigor to your interaction with each of these
main components.

(Click here to view a larger image.)

Read the Question (RTQ)
The (rst thing to do, naturally, is to read the question. Speci(cally, you should put your (nger or pencil literally on the screen and read the
question word for word. Misreading the question is one of the most common causes of errors. Reading with a pencil or (nger, word for
word, is a good habit, especially for strong readers who tend to skip over words without even noticing.

Turn the Question into a Question
After a few hours of testing, it is all too easy for the eyes to glaze over and to read without really comprehending. To ensure that the words
aren’t simply going in one eyeball and out the other, you will want to engage in the question in a qualitative way. Most questions, you will
notice, aren’t really questions at all. They are incomplete sentences. The easiest way to own the question is to actually make it back into a
question. The easiest way to do this is to simply start with the word “What” or “Why,” and then to let the rest follow (any question-word will
do, but the vast majority of questions either ask “What was stated in the passage?” or “Why was it said?”).



5 up, 5 down
Never attempt to answer a question from memory. The minute you stop reading you start forgetting. ETS counts on this and plays with the
answer choices to change your recollection of the information. You must look at the information in context, but you don’t have to read the
whole paragraph. Choose a word from the question that will be easy to (nd in the passage, skim for it, and then read (ve lines above it to
five lines below it. That should be sufficient to answer the question.

Answer the Question in Your Own Words
Before you get to the answer choices, stop and answer the question in your own words. When you do this, you will know exactly what you
are looking for in the answer choices. With your own answer choice in mind, you will be protected from the tricks and traps that ETS has
laid for you with theirs. After turning the question into a question, this is the most frequently blown o$ step; they are both among the most
important. If you have followed steps 1 through 4, typically, one answer choice will look correct and the other four will look ridiculous. This
is precisely the position you want.

POE: THE ANSWER CHOICES
There are three general characteristics that separate correct answers from incorrect ones. As you work through the drills, note these types
whenever you see them. Over time you will develop an instinct for right versus wrong answers.

Extremes
ETS plays it safe. Correct answers are wishy-washy or very di+cult to prove false. It is too easy to (nd exceptions to extreme answer choices.
For this reason, they are almost never correct. Remember, to ETS it doesn’t matter what the passages says. They don’t write the passages, but
they do write the questions and the answers. They can choose to word correct or incorrect answers any way they like. They choose to do it in
a way that won’t put them on the phone with dozens of experts in various fields who beg to differ with them.

Examples

Scope
If you can not physically put your (nger on a speci(c word, line, phrase, or sentence that proves that your answer choice is correct, you
cannot choose it. ETS loves to add to answer choices little bits and bobs that were never stated in the passage. If a passage is about a recent
immigrant’s (rst experience of America, ETS will widen the scope of an answer choice to include all immigrants. If the passage is about the
existence of heavy metals on some planets, an incorrect answer choice will talk about all planets.

Examples



What’s wrong with the answer choices?

1. Resolving a dispute is an awfully strong opening verb for this answer choice, but this answer choice is all about the nature of seeds, not
about how seeds got to Hawaii. If the passage is about Hawaii, then the correct answer had better say “Hawaii.”

2. The question is talking about Hawaii and seed transport, not about other parts of the world and evolution.
3. Again, this one is all about seeds and adaptation, not about Hawaii and transportation.

Common Sense
Many of the answer choices simply don’t make any sense. Just because you see it on the GRE doesn’t mean you have to take it seriously.
Science passages may have answer choices that are highly illogical or physically impossible. Humanities passages may have answer choices
that support di$erent or even opposite views than those of the author, and certainly ones that ETS could never stand behind. And some
answer choices are just downright ridiculous.

RULES TO LIVE BY: If you cannot physically put your (nger on a speci(c word, line, phrase, or sentence that proves that your answer choice
is correct, you cannot pick it.

POE: THE PROCESS
In general, you want to be doing, not thinking. Thinking gets you into trouble. The best way to tell if you are thinking rather than doing is to
pay attention to your hands. If your hands are not moving, you are either spacing out, lost, or attempting to do work in your head—all are
bad. The use of scratch paper, therefore, is as critical to the Verbal portion as it is to the math. Proper use of the scratch paper will help you
stay on track, organize your thinking, and maintain an efficient, meticulous, and systematic approach.
The Process of POE is, in essence, a two-pass approach. In the (rst pass, walk through the answer choices asking a simple question: Maybe or
Gone? “Gone” refers to the answer choice can be eliminated with con(dence; “maybe” refers to everything else. This pass should take no
more than 15 seconds. You are not looking for the correct answer. On this pass, you don’t want to invest a lot of time in any one answer
choice, because often the correct answer will be very clear, or you will be able to eliminate the other four. Remember that you have already
found proof and answered the question in your own words. Correct and incorrect answer choices should leap out at you at this point. Only if
you are left with two or three do you need to investigate further.
Make sure that you park your thinking on the page as you go; otherwise you are doing two separate jobs. One is assessing the answer
choices; the other is keeping track of what you’ve already decided about prior answer choices. This is confusing and ine+cient. It is much
better to simply park it on the page.
To do this you can use three basic symbols.

“Wrong” means that it is clearly wrong and therefore gone. You never need to spend any time on this answer choice again. “Maybe” simply
means that it is possible or you’re not sure. “Yes” means that it looks good. You are making these assessments through a combination of
information you have acquired in the passage, and the three elimination techniques listed above. In the last ten, you might even stop here if
you have two “maybes” or a clear winner. In the first ten questions, you must go back to the passage to find proof.



Here is what the two passes might look like on a short passage in the first ten questions. In this case, you should have read the entire passage.

First Pass

(Click here to view a larger image.)

This (rst pass took about 15−20 seconds. You eliminated some obvious choices and got it down to two. Then, on the second pass, to go
back to the passage to check your proof. Paraphrase the remaining answer choices to make sure you are reading them correctly. Remember
that there is only one correct answer. If you are absolutely sure that both are correct, you are misreading something. As usual, the correct
answer is a clear, if awkward, paraphrase of something stated in the passage (the awkwardness is an obvious attempt to steer us away from
this answer choice). The second choice is stated, but it’s encouraged, not discouraged.
In the second pass, pay no attention to answer choices (A), (D), or (E) because they have already been eliminated. Occasionally you will end
up eliminating all five; only in this case will you go back and reassess an answer choice you have already eliminated.

Second Pass

(Click here to view a larger image.)

SUMMARY



SUMMARY
To sum up, read only as much as you have to and follow these five steps for all questions:

1. RTQ
2. Make the Question Back into a Question
3. Find Proof
4. Answer the Question in Your Own Words
5. Process of Elimination

There are three things to keep in mind when working on Reading Comprehension:

1. You only need general knowledge of the passage to get started (don’t get bogged down in the details).
2. Always answer the question in your own words before you look at the answer choices.
3. Look for reasons why an answer choice is wrong, not reasons why it is right. Park that thinking on your scratch paper. If your hand is

not moving, you’re stuck. Move on.

Above all: Find proof in the passage for every answer you select. If there’s no proof, it’s not the right answer.
For a more detailed description and more examples of these techniques, reference Cracking the New GRE, 2012 Edition.
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DRILL 1

Questions 1-2 refer to the following passage.

Question 1
The author primarily describes the mesosphere as

    turbulent

    opaque

    unfamiliar

    radiant

    anarchic

Question 2
Consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply.
The passage suggests that the mesosphere is influenced by

    collisions with extraterrestrial debris

    vibrations from the troposphere

    oceanic tides

Questions 3-4 refer to the following passage.



Questions 3-4 refer to the following passage.

Question 3
It can be inferred from the passage that the author considers the Nielsen Company’s techniques

    intentionally biased

    dubious

    worthless

    unscrupulous

    overly boastful

Question 4
Consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply.
Which of the following does the passage indicate is true of the household members who report their viewing habits?

    Because ratings are reported as a percentage, each household is counted only as one person.

    They are not always accurate when it comes to recording their viewing habits.

    The indirect influence they exert on advertising costs may not be based on all relevant factors.

Questions 5-8 refer to the following passage.














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































